Weekly Reading Response Blog Assignment
The following is a guideline for the summaries that will be due each week for the next few weeks. You must include the following components in your paper. Your blog must be no less than two hundred fifty (250) words and no more than four hundred (400) words. You must read a minimum of twenty (20) pages per week.

 

Heading must include:
· Your Name:

· Book title:

· Author:

· Pages read: from pg. _____ to pg. ______
Paragraph one: summarize the events that occur on the pages that you have read. Be sure to discuss characters, conflict, theme, and important events. Use specific details from the book as well as quotations when appropriate. Include the page that the quotation came from.
Paragraph two: give your personal reaction to the events that occur on those pages. Here are some questions you can answer in your personal response:
· What do you think of the characters?

· What is revealed about the characters?

· What are the problems that the characters are faced with?

· How do they deal with the problems?

· Is there something that surprises you?

· Is there something that disappoints you?

· Why do you think this happened?

· Is there something you hope will happen next?

· Are you confused by something or someone?

· Does the character, setting or event remind you of something?
These questions are just ideas to help you get started. You should not answer each one like it is a test. Please write in paragraph form giving supporting details from the book.
***See sample reading response in next post***
Directions to blog:

1. Log into Carota’s class website: http://mscarota.weebly.com  2. Navigate to the Blogs tab 

3. Drop down to the English 9H Blog page 

4. Read the assignment and student sample posts

5. Under the Weekly Reading Response Blog Assignment, select

  “comment” to begin your weekly assignment blog

Sample Reading Response

Jane Doe

The Tenth Circle by Jodi Picoult

Pages 1-25

          In these first few pages of The Tenth Circle by Jodi Picoult the author starts with a flashback. We are introduced to a father, Daniel Stone, who takes his two-year-old daughter, Trixie, to lunch. They are in Boston while his wife speaks at a conference. They go to Faneil Hall to get something to eat and he accidentally pushes someone else's stroller away instead of his own. The description of the fear he felt was really intense. For example, ‘“Where is she?” He thought, and became hysterical at the fact that this is an open-air market,... that by now five minutes had passed and she could be with the psychopath that stole her."’(pg. 3) Luckily he does find her, but then time flashes forward to when he loses her again. This time Trixie is thirteen and she has run away. They are in Alaska and it is freezing cold.

            While I read the beginning of the book, I had no idea what to expect. I read another book by this author that I really loved, so I am looking forward to this one. But I am also afraid of being disappointed. The book has an emotional opening with a father losing his daughter, one of the scariest feelings I could ever imagine. I was separated from my mother in Macy's once. It was only for a few minutes, but I was scared to death, and so was she. As I read, my heart pounded while Daniel searched for his young daughter. I was a little confused when the time changed and Trixie was suddenly thirteen-years-old. Then I realized what had happened. I liked reading the beginning when he describes Boston. For example, "Daniel pushed Trixie's stroller the cobbled length of the Freedom Trail. They fed the ducks in the Public Garden..." (pg. 1). I've been to Boston several times, so this description reminds me of my trips there. Even though the description was not full of elaborate details, I was able to visualize the scene from my own experiences. I am not sure what is going to happen next, but I think Trixie better go back to her dad before she freezes to death.
Blogger’s Contract

Acknowledging that blogging is a legitimate and authentic form of journalistic publication, student and teacher bloggers must adhere to essential principles of ethics.  The free exchange and publication of information can help people in important ways.  At the same time information can also harm people either intentionally or unintentionally.
Being a responsible participant in the great online conversation, I pledge that I will use information to:
· Honestly and joyously express the truth, and that if challenged, I will be able to prove that what I write or say is true,
· Always treat all people with respect.  I will never use information to cause harm or appear to cause harm to any person or group of people, and
· Respect and protect information tools and that I will neither do any harm to a computer system, network, software, or other person’s information; nor will I allow others to do harm to a computer system, network, software, or other person’s information.
· I will always be accountable for the information that I produce and publish, willing and able to defend my information or acknowledge when I have made a mistake and fix it.
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