The Outsiders

by S.E. Hinton

Theme is defined as the message, moral, or lesson of the story.  It is a life lesson that the author attempts to convey to the reader.  Below are two themes we have discussed from the novel by S.E. Hinton.
1. honor among the lawless -  The author shows us that even greasers, although considered hoodlums by society, are capable of honorable actions.  For example, we see how the greasers stand up for one another in the faces of authority and enemies.  Even Dallas, the toughest member of the gang, is shown to be an honorable person when his soft side is shown in his relationship and loyalty to Johnny.
 

2. bridging the gap between rich and poor - The greasers and the Socs rivalry comes from their social and financial differences.  The author tries to show the reader, however, that the two groups share many things in common.  For example, Pony and Cherry share many common interests.  These shared experiences could make it possible for these two groups to come together, if only temporarily.  

 

As you continue reading, make sure you are able to identify specific text-based support for the themes listed above.  List the examples below:
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