Text Analysis Response: This task asks the writer to demonstrate how an author OR poet utilizes literary (poetic) devices to connect to and develop theme (central idea).

Remember: Text Analysis Response is a formula with steps:

Introduction Paragraph: USE THESE TIPS AND SENTENCE STARTERS 
Step 1: TAG (title, author, genre) it AND lead into…

Step 2: short summary (paraphrase/put in your own words a 1-3 line summary that CONNECTS to THEME)

Step 3: An important THEME in the novel (short story, or poem) is…

Step 4: A significant literary device used to develop the central idea is…

Body Paragraph(s):

Step 1: One example of how foreshadowing is used to develop the theme is seen in lines 1-6, when the narrator says, “…”
This develops the theme because…

Another example of how foreshadowing is used to explore the theme can be found on line 2 when the narrator says, “…”. This develops the theme because…

Conclusion Paragraph(s):

Step 1: Summarize your body paragraph and explain how the author clearly develops the theme through the use of foreshadowing. 
In the anonymous and untitled excerpt, readers find themselves on a battlefield the night before an impending battle and are given insight into the thoughts and feelings of the troop’s general. A significant theme in the excerpt is that sometimes in the midst of adversity, the only thing we can do is support one another in our shared situation and a literary device used to develop the important message is foreshadowing in which the author not only builds suspense, but also compares the soldiers to the threatening meteor shower to emphasize the disastrous outcome for the general and his troops.  


One example of how foreshadowing is used to create suspense and develop the theme is seen in paragraph 4 when the soldier says, “I can’t get my bearings here. I don’t know any of the constellations. It seems strange to look up at the stars and recognize nothing.” This example not only illustrates how the soldier is struggling to find their exact location using the stars as his guide, but also effectively compares the soldiers’ questioning life’s meaning as they face the predicament in light of their impending battle. Using foreshadowing, the author brilliantly hints at the soldiers’ fate as he connects the soldier’s talk of the stars and his despair of not knowing their location in comparison to the fear of knowing that the morning battle’s outcome will not be a good one. The soldiers’ fate leaves readers in suspense while providing a clue as to the soldiers’ fate. Yet through it all the general has shown his men warmth and comfort in the face of their certain doom.
Another example of how foreshadowing is used to create suspense and explore the message can be found in paragraph 5. The narrator describes the scene between the general and soldier as they observe a meteor shower. The narrator states, “It was an extraordinary and frightening sight, as each object was struggling to shine brightly only to die away to nothingness the next instant. Unnerved, the officer turned to the general with a troubled face. The general returned his gaze and nodded sadly.” Here the author again uses foreshadowing to show the excitement of the meteor shower in connection to the nervousness of the battle. He forces readers to ponder life’s meaning, which is also “extraordinary and frightening”, just as the general and soldier contemplate their fate as they too will most likely “die away to nothingness” in the next day’s battle. Again the general takes a supportive role, as he stands beside his officer, attempting to provide some comfort.

This anonymous and untitled passage, although brief, asks readers to contemplate life’s deeper meaning, pointing out that life’s adversity is a guarantee, but having guidance and support makes these troubled times more bearable. Through the use of foreshadowing, the author not only creates suspense as readers anxiously await the soldiers’ most definite fate, but also skillfully draws a connection between their destiny and the briefness of the meteor shower, reminding us once more that life, although often remarkable, holds no guarantee.
