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Ms. Carota/English 9

The Outsiders

Study Guide Questions / Chapters Seven - Nine
Chapter 7

1.  What condition is Johnny in after the fire?  

pg 102 – Johnny is in critical condition.  His back is broken as the result of a piece of timber falling on it.  He is in severe shock and suffering from third-degree burns.  He continues to call for Ponyboy and Dallas.  Even if he lived he will be crippled for the rest of his life. 

2.  How do the newspapers report the story about the greasers and the fire?

pp 107-108 – The newspaper’s headline reads “Juvenile Delinquents Turn Heroes”.  The story describes how Ponyboy and Johnny risked their lives to save the children from the burning church.  

It reveals that Cherry keeps her word to the greasers by saying the night Bob was killed he was drunk and the Socs were looking for a fight.  In the same article, Randy Adderson also agrees that the Socs were at fault and that the greasers fought back in self-defense.  

It goes on to say that the police are charging Johnny with manslaughter, and that Ponyboy and Johnny will have to appear at juvenile court for running away.  Separate articles discuss the Curtis brothers history and play on the readers’ sympathies by saying that the boys should not be separated after they have worked so hard to stay together.  

After reading the last line, Ponyboy realizes the seriousness of their situation – they may be separated!

3.  What does Randy tell the newspapers about the fight in the park and Bob’s death?

pp 107-108 – The article reports that Randy Adderson, Marcia’s boyfriend, and another Soc who helped jump Ponyboy and Johnny, said that the Socs were at fault and that the greasers were only fighting back in self-defense.

4.  What does Randy try to make Ponyboy understand before the rumble?

pp 116-117 – He tries to make Ponyboy understand the kind of person Bob was; how he wanted so badly for someone to set up boundaries for him – “To have somebody lay down the law, set the limits, give him something solid to stand on.” – Bob describes an incident in which Bob came home drunk hoping that his parents would react, but instead, they took all the blame.  Bob also confesses to Ponyboy that he “is sick of the whole mess” and will not show at the rumble because “it doesn’t do any good.”  “You can’t win, even if you whip us.  You’ll still be where you were before – at the bottom.  And we’ll still be the lucky ones with all the breaks.”

pg 116 “Randy was supposed to be too cool to feel anything, and yet there was pain in his eyes.”

5.  What realization does Ponyboy have while speaking to Randy?

pg 117 – He remembers Cherry’s words, “Things are rough all over.”  Ponyboy understands just how similar the greasers and the Socs really are.

Chapter 8

6.  Why does Ponyboy say that the greasers need Johnny?

pg 121 – Ponyboy realizes that the greasers need Johnny just as much as Johnny needs them – they cannot get along without each other.

7.  What does Johnny say about dying?

pg 121 – Johnny says that even though he has talked about killing himself, he is scared to die now because he realizes he is too young.  He says that sixteen years is not enough time to do all the things you want to do and see all the things you want to see.

8.  Who does Johnny not want to see at the hospital?  Why?

pg 122 – Johnny does not want to see his mother.  He believes that she has only come to tell him about all the trouble he has caused and how glad she and his father will be once Johnny is dead.

9.  What does Ponyboy say is the only thing that keeps Darry from being a Soc?

pg 126 – Ponyboy says that Darry not only lacks the money but also cannot become a Soc because of his relationship to the other greasers.  He is too smart to be a greaser, but these other factors make it impossible for him to be a part of the Soc’s gang.

10. Describe Cherry and Ponyboy’s conversation.

pp 128-129 – Cherry brings news of the Socs and their agreement to have a fist fight with no weapons.  She tells Ponyboy that Randy will not fight in the rumble.  She asks about Johnny and Ponyboy asks if she will visit him in the hospital.  She says she is unable to because he is the person who killed her boyfriend, Bob.  She tries to explain to Ponyboy that, although he saw only one side of Bob, “he could be sweet sometimes, and friendly.”  She goes on to say that Bob had “that something that made people follow him, something that marked him different, maybe a little better, than the crowd.”  Cherry asks Ponyboy to understand her situation.  Initially, Ponyboy gets angry and calls Cherry a “traitor”.  He says that she is still a Soc while her brother, Sodapop, is forced to drop out of school to get a job to support them.  He says that she should not feel sorry for them or feel that she owes them any handouts.  Afterwards, Ponyboy feels ashamed and he asks Cherry if she can “see the sunset real good from the West Side.”  

What he is really telling her is that he does understand her situation, and that, in reality, they are not as different as he originally thought.  [“Things are tough all over.”] 

Chapter 9

11. Ponyboy asks the gang why they like to fight.  Sum up their reasons for liking to    

       rumble?  

pg 137 – “Soda fought for fun, Steve for hatred, Darry for pride, and Two-Bit for conformity.” 

pg 133 – Sodapop: “It’s action.  It’s a contest.  Like a drag race or a dance or something.”

pg 133 – Steve: “I want to beat those Soc’s heads in.”

pg 133 – Sodapop about Darry: “He likes to show off his muscles.”

pg 137 – Two-Bit: “Shoot, everybody fights.”

12. What is the last conversation like between Johnny and the gang? 

pg 148 – Dallas tells Johnny that they won the rumble.  Johnny reacts by telling him that fighting is useless and does not do any good.  It solves nothing.  Dallas tells Johnny that the papers are still calling him a hero and that the whole gang is so proud of him.  This news makes Johnny smile, especially because all Johnny ever wants is for Dallas to be proud of him.  Johnny also tells Ponyboy to “stay gold.”  

After Johnny dies, Dallas bolts out the door and runs out of the hospital.

13. What does Johnny mean when he tells Ponyboy to “stay gold”?

Like the Robert Frost poem, Johnny means for Ponyboy to cherish his youth because it is so brief.  He also wants Ponyboy not to become hardened by life but to keep some of his wonder, sweetness, and sensitivity.  Although we cannot remain innocent forever, we can always try to marvel at all the world’s beauty and treat others with kindness and compassion.

