Literary Devices in Speak

Laurie Halse Anderson
Strong Literary Analysis Response:

	Quotation
	Literary Device
	Author’s Purpose/Reader’s Deep Analysis

	“She [Heather] always walks with me down the halls chattering a million miles a minute.” (24)
	Hyperbole
(alliteration or characterization may also be used)

	Anderson utilizes hyperbole in this quotation to exaggerate Heather’s fast-paced manner of speaking. In this way, the author also emphasizes Melinda’s lack of “chatter” and her inability to converse with Heather. 

	“It (the mirror) is screwed to the wall, so I cover it up with a poster of Maya Angelou that the librarian gave me.” (50)
	Symbolism
(allusion)

	Anderson incorporates symbolism and allusion to emphasize Melinda’s struggles with speaking out against her rape over the summer at the hands of Andy or “It.” The mirror symbolizes one’s reflection or self-image, or confidence, which is lacking (missing) in Melinda. Melinda has become an outcast and her self-esteem has been badly damaged as a result of her traumatic experience, so she chooses to cover the mirror to keep from seeing her own reflection, and instead replaces her “poor” image with a symbol of strength, Maya Angelou. The poster of this famous female African American poet draws to the reader’s attention how opposite Melinda is from Angelou. Angelou has a strength in which she uses words for self-expression and speaks out in a way that Melinda is unable. Symbolism is used to emphasize Melinda’s “covering up” her poor self image and inability to accept herself, while using Angelou as an exemplar of what Melinda can be if she allows herself.

	“I’m saved by a Centro bus. It coughs, and rumbles, and spits out two old women in front of the grocery store. I climb on. Destination: The Mall” (98)
	personification
	Anderson implements personification to not only personify the bus with its coughing, rumbling, and spitting, but also to emphasize the bus as a savior to Melinda, rescuing her from her daily struggle and carrying her away to the mall where she might find temporary distraction from her pain. The bus’ “coughs”, “rumbles”, and “spits” might also mirror Melinda’s “illness”, the sickness that comes from holding her terrible secret inside. 

	“Words climb up my throat.” (5) 
	personification
	Anderson employs personification in this quotation to emphasize how Melinda is struggling to speak, as she sees her former best friend Rachel Bruin standing in front of her. Anderson personifies Melinda’s words, which are “struggling to come out” because the girl that stands before her, her best friend who has been through so much with Melinda, is the same person who is making Melinda feel like an outcast. How can Melinda easily speak to Rachel when it is clear that their friendship has been betrayed?

	“I draw little window cracks of blood, etching line after line until it stops hurting. It looks like I arm wrestled a rosebush.” (87)
	imagery
	Anderson’s implementation of imagery in this quotation not only creates a powerful image for the reader with the picture of Melinda’s bloodied arm and the physical damage she has done with a paperclip, looking as if she has wrestled with a thorny rosebush, but also helps the reader “feel” Melinda’s suffering and pain and the justification she has for her self-harming.


An important central idea in Laurie Halse Andersen’s novel Speak is that we should not be afraid to speak up, tell the truth, and ask for help when we are in a difficult situation, so matters do not get worse.

Anderson use literary devices not only to develop the central idea, but also to engage readers so they can make deeper meaning from the text.
