Essay Format:

Introduction:

· TAG it (title, author, genre)
· Short summary (that strongly connects to central idea)

· Central idea introduced (in COMPLETE SENTENCE)
· Literary device introduced (that strongly connects to central idea)

Body: At LEAST 2 pieces of cited evidence (2 direct quotations PLUS paraphrased evidence; ALL evidence includes strong explanation that connects to central idea)

Conclusion: Wrap it up in more than one sentence; recap evidence and author’s intended impact on reader (remember the author’s purpose is to make the reader understand the central idea)
Sentence Starters and Helpful Hints for Text-Analysis Response
(Keep TASK in mind; identify central idea and how author develops using writing strategy with TBS plus strong explanation)

STRONG TAGs
· In Mr. Author’s thought provoking novel Please Read a Book, (Begin short summary) the reader is introduced to a young woman who refuses to acknowledge the joy of reading. (Continue summary, connecting to central idea and device) Throughout the story, however, the woman learns that life’s meaning can be magically explored in literature through its characters’ adventures and experiences.

· Mrs. Author’s plug in ADJ short story “Poetry is Beauty”, thoughtfully brings the reader face-to-face with the weakness (frailty) of mankind. (Continue summary, connecting to central idea and device)
Identify Central Idea in a COMPLETE and THOROUGH SENTENCE
· An important central idea developed in Mr. Poet’s poem is … 

· Mrs. Poet’s significant central idea explored in the poem is…

…man’s inability to be satisfied with, or accept what he already has but greedily wishes for more.

Identify writing strategy and how author uses to develop central idea
· Throughout the story, the author incorporates many literary elements to not only develop the central idea, but also to engage readers in and make meaning from the text. One important literary element is…

· A significant literary element implemented throughout the novel is…

Employ Sophisticated Vocabulary:

For example, adjectives (and their definitions) that describe literature:

· Intelligent: causing reader to easily learn or understand 

· Thought provoking or stimulating: makes reader deeply think 
· Insightful or perceptive: showing ability to observe or understand

· Inspirational or uplifting: causing reader to think differently in a positive way

· Compelling, persuasive, OR gripping: causing reader to agree or believe

· Riveting: exciting 

· Suspenseful: causing reader to feel nervousness or excitement

· Controversial: causing much discussion

Additional Sentence Starters
· On page______, line # ______, (use for novel or short story) OR In

stanza ______, line # ______,  (for poem) the central idea of the 

____________________________ _______________________________________ by



genre




title of work





    

______________________________ illustrates ___________________________________.
         author OR poet name                                                  central idea of work
· The poet/author illustrates the central idea through the use of literary devices. One significant literary devices used is ____________________.

     literary technique or element
· ____________________ is a device the poet (author) uses to help

         literary technique or element

deeply explore the central idea.
· One way the poet (author) uses ___________ is found on ______,



                     



              literary device                          citation 

· The poet/author uses ___________________ to develop the central idea.


        literary technique or element


