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Ms. Carota/English 9
“The Scarlet Ibis” – by James Hurst



theme: the main idea, message, or moral of the story

· A theme is an idea or a truth that the author reveals to the reader in a story.
· This idea or truth gets us to understand ourselves as human beings and how we are connected to all other human beings in the world, across all spaces, cultures, and across all time.  We call these ideas or truths universal truths.
· The theme is the important thing for us to learn about others, but especially about ourselves. A theme is a statement about the message the author is attempting to convey to the reader.  (e.g., tolerance is an important idea expressed in The Diary of Anne Frank – the theme in this play would then be It is important to accept people for who they are regardless of their cultural or religious beliefs.
· Themes are often related to life, death, love, friendship, family, courage, etc. 
· Stories may not always present people in their best light, but by reading their stories, we can understand a better way for all people to live and behave towards others.
Directions: To come up with a theme sentence for this story, answer the guiding questions below.  Think about the important idea or truth we can learn from the narrator’s struggle.

What is the narrator’s goal for Doodle? _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
How does Doodle’s desire to please his brother impact the story’s outcome?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Why did Doodle die? ________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
How should the narrator have treated his brother? _________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
 theme and dynamic character - Page 2

Now think of two different ways to state a theme idea for this story in addition to the first one that is done for you as an example. They can be about different ideas. Make your statement a complete sentence that reveals a truth about human behavior.

Things to consider:

Doodle’s love for his brother, the narrator’s treatment of his brother, Doodle’s courage, or come up with your own idea. Remember that you should be able to support your ideas with examples from the story.

1. Too much pride can make us treat those we love in cruel ways.

2. _________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________

dynamic character: a character who undergoes an important and basic change in personality or outlook
A dynamic character is one who changes by the end of the story. He is one who learns something important that changes him/her, makes him/her more mature, or gives him/her insight into himself/herself or others. 

Directions: To understand dynamic character, answer the guiding questions below.  Think about the important idea or truth we can learn from the narrator’s struggle.

What is the narrator’s reaction to Doodle’s handicap and what is his plan? 

__________________​______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
How does the narrator feel when Doodle dies? _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

What does the narrator learn about pride? _________________________________​​​__
_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

How is the narrator a dynamic character? ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
