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             Ms. Carota/English 9
“The Scarlet Ibis” – by James Hurst

Study Guide Questions

1.  Who is the narrator in the story?  What is the point of view?

2.  What does the narrator’s mother mean when she says that William Armstrong

     might not be “all there”?

3.  Why do Doodle’s parents name him William Armstrong?

4. What is the narrator’s reaction to the birth of his invalid brother? 

5. What does the narrator help Doodle to learn?  What is the narrator’s motivation for

     helping Doodle?

6.  How does the setting foreshadow what happens in the story?  Use text-based

     support!

7. What is Doodle’s reaction to the scarlet ibis that goes astray in the storm?  What 

      is the symbolic link between Doodle and the scarlet ibis?  In other words, how is 

     Doodle like the scarlet ibis?

8.  The narrator in the story experiences an internal conflict.  Explain what he means

     when he says that “pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines,

     life and death.”

9.  To the narrator, love is the most important quality for a person to have.  Love can

     make a person whole.  Love can also break a person’s heart.  How did Doodle’s love

     for his brother change Doodle’s life? 

10. How does the narrator experience a coming of age as a result of Doodle’s passing?

      What valuable lesson does he convey to the reader through his flashback?
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