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“The Scarlet Ibis”
James Hurst
Directions: After carefully reading pp. 157-159, answer the following questions in 

complete sentences.

1. What is the real reason the narrator teaches his young brother Doodle to walk?
2. What, in the story, makes it possible for us to make these assertions?
3. Are the narrator’s goals for Doodle totally negative? Explain your response.

4. When Doodle finally walks in front of his parents, does the narrator cry tears of joy at their success in reaching their goal? Explain and analyze your response.
5. Do the narrator and Doodle share some positive moments in their relationship? What are they? Use specific details from the story.

6. On page 159, what can be inferred once the narrator claims that he feels infallible after he teaches Doodle to walk? Think about how the narrator’s feeling that he is perfect might make him more likely to make mistakes.

7. On page 159, how does the following quotation reflect Doodle’s condition? And what can be said about how the setting and mood reflect Doodle’s health?

“Promise hung about us like the leaves, and wherever we looked, ferns unfurled and birds broke into song.”

