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Essential Questions:

1. What is love? 
2. Is it possible to love someone and hurt them at the same time?

3. What extreme measures are people willing to take for love?

Other questions to consider…

How might love make us act rashly, impulsively, or hastily?

What role does fate or destiny have in our lives? 
Are we able to alter our fate with choice or free will? 

interesting facts
written in the late 1500s 

tragic romance play

Prologue (opening of play) is an example of a sonnet, which is a fourteen line, ten-syllable poem
Important Characters

The Ruling Family

Prince Escalus: prince of Verona, Italy 

(name means “scales of justice” / peacemaker)
Mercutio: kinsman to Prince; Romeo’s friend
(taken from “mercurial” / erratic, fickle, changeable)
Paris: kinsman to Prince; city official; suitor to Juliet
The House of Montague

Montague: a noble man ; Lady Montague: wife

Romeo Montague: their romantic son

Benvolio: Romeo’s cousin and steady friend

(name means “I want the good” or “for the good” / peacemaker)
The House of Capulet
Capulet: a noble man ; Lady Capulet: wife

Juliet Capulet: their clear-minded daughter

Tybalt: Juliet’s sleek and deadly cousin

 (name is symbolic of the mythical king of cats)

Nurse: Juliet’s nanny

The Clergy (men of the religious order)
Friar Lawrence: kindly Franciscan priest

Friar John: a younger brother

Others

Apothecary: medieval druggist
