Steps to writing a well-developed short answer response to literature.

Remember: Author’s are like artists; they use literary elements to help create meaning for the reader like artists use paintbrushes to construct meaning for the viewer.
Respond to the following question:

How does the author use setting and mood to connect to Doodle’s condition?

When responding to a literary question, think of your response like a math formula! (
STEP 1. describe the setting

Setting, as described by the author, is full of dismal images.









STEP 2. go to the text to provide detailed evidence (TBS) of setting description 
summer was dead but autumn had not yet been born

garden of rotting brown magnolia petals and rank ironweeds

mention of bleeding tree
untenanted (vacant or empty) oriole’s nest like an empty cradle
STEP 3. describe the mood 
The author’s use of setting paints a dark, depressing, and gloomy mood.

STEP 4. describe Doodle

Doodle is born an invalid. His head is too big for his tiny body, which may infer or suggest that he is weak. Everyone but Aunt Nicey believes that Doodle will die, and they even go so far as to build a coffin for him.
STEP 5. make connections using all three

Consequently, the bleak setting and somber mood directly mirror, reflect, and connect to Doodle’s condition. When the author describes the dreary setting and mood, Doodle’s condition is one of struggle and difficulty.

STEP 6. Now you are ready to put together the “formula steps” to answer the question in a well-developed response, which should be 7-10 sentences in length. ( See Page 2 for question and well-developed response.
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Question:

How does the author use setting and mood to connect to Doodle’s condition?

Well-Developed Response.
In James Hurst’s compelling short story “The Scarlet Ibis”, the author skillfully uses literary elements to create meaning for his reader. For example, setting, as described by the author, is full of dismal images. The narrator describes how “summer was dead but autumn had not yet been born” as he looks out to the garden of rotting brown magnolia petals and rank ironweeds. He mentions the bleeding tree and creates the haunting image of the untenanted oriole’s nest like an empty cradle. The author’s use of setting paints a dark, depressing, and gloomy mood. The narrator then speaks about his younger brother Doodle. Doodle is born an invalid. His head is too big for his tiny body, which may infer or suggest that he is weak. Everyone but Aunt Nicey believes that Doodle will die, and they even go so far as to build a coffin for him. Consequently, the bleak setting and somber mood directly mirror, reflect, and connect to Doodle’s condition. When the author describes the dreary setting and mood, Doodle’s condition is one of struggle and difficulty.

Helpful Hints:

1. Repeatedly go back to the question, as you are responding, to be sure you are addressing the task. (
2. Create synonym word lists for new words:

synonyms: dreary, bleak, somber, gloomy, depressing, dark, ominous

You should use a Thesaurus to help you… Online ones are great! (
