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Quick Character Reference Guide

Major Characters:
1. Odysseus:
king of Ithaca; responsible for the fall of Troy; conceives of 

the Trojan horse plan; angers the gods who are sympathetic

to Troy: Artemis, Apollo, Ares, and Aphrodite; these gods vow that Odysseus will have a long and difficult journey home 

(lasts ten years)

Odysseus embodies or represents Greek values of honor, bravery, hospitality, intelligence, respect for the gods, and loyalty to friends, home, and family.

2. Penelope:

wife of Odysseus

3. Telemachus:
son of Odysseus

The Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Greece:

1. Zeus:  ruler of the gods


7.  Hephaestus:  god of fire

2. Hera:  queen of the gods


8.  Ares:  god of war

3. Hestia:  goddess of the home

9.  Athena:  goddess of wisdom

4. Poseidon:
 god of the sea


10. Aphrodite:  goddess of love 

5. Demeter:  goddess of agriculture

11. Apollo:
god of music

6. Hermes:  messenger of the gods  
12. Artemis:  goddess of the moon

* The gods and goddesses controlled different parts of the universe.  For example, Zeus, the ruler of the gods, was in charge of the weather.  The ancient Greeks believed that when it thundered, Zeus was responsible.*

