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Persuasive Writing Vocabulary
1. to persuade


to cause (influence) someone to change his or her 
opinion, point of view, or to perform an action 

2. central claim: 


an argument that uses relevant evidence and reliable

(evidence-based claim)

sources to influence its reader to accept the writer’s

position or opinion (synonyms include argument,

assertion, strong statement) 

3. relevant evidence:

appropriate, important, or significant information that

support your central claim (i.e.; statistics, facts, or

research studies, etc.)

4. reliable source:


trustworthy and dependable sources that support your

central claim (i.e.; newspapers, journals, research studies,

authority figures, etc.)

5. sound evidence:

reliable, strong evidence from text that supports claim
6. clear:



understandable, makes sense, not vague

7. concise:



short, to the point

8. concrete:



strong, factual



9. counterargument:

opposing argument, argument that goes against yours


10. foster



to help grow or develop
11. promote


to help something develop or increase

12. inhibit



to prevent or slow down the occurrence of something

13. impose



to force someone to accept something by using authority 

or force
