Persuasive Essay Outline

Introduction: 

· Use a hook or lead that grabs the reader’s attention

· Give background information about the situation

· Central claim (a.k.a. position statement) and two-three general


reasons that support your argument
Body Paragraphs: 

· Use a topic sentence for each to introduce the main idea of the
 
paragraph. In this case, each general reason you provide in your 


central claim

· Two to three paragraphs containing 2-3 relevant evidence-based


claims from reliable sources that support your general reasons

· Use transition words and phrases to smoothly connect sentences and

paragraphs
· Each general reason body paragraph should address the reader’s


objections (counterarguments) but then show how your

 
sound evidence is used to dispute these counterarguments…
For example: Some people say [possible objection], but the fact is [your response to the objections.] Some people say that nuclear energy is dangerous, but statistics show that it is actually very safe.
· Use a clincher sentence to sum up the paragraph
Conclusions: 

· Restate your central claim in a new way

· Summarize your body paragraphs

· Make a call to action and ask for the reader’s help, if appropriate
