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Homer’s Odyssey – Part II
Directions: This is a summary of Part II of Homer’s Odyssey.  You will be responsible for its information, especially those plot points that are in italics.  They will be on the unit exam.

Part 2 Odysseus in Ithaca

“Father and Son”

· King Alcinous offers Odysseus a boat and crew to assist him back to Ithaca

· Athena disguises Odysseus as an old beggar to enter Ithaca unnoticed
· Athena instructs Odysseus to reveal himself to Telemachus and transforms him before Telemachus’ eyes.  Telemachus initially believes Odysseus to be a god

· Odysseus then tells Telemachus of his plan to take on the suitors 

· Telemachus is to remove all the weapons from the hall and hide them                                     

· Odysseus assures Telemachus that both Athena and Zeus will assist them in their battle against the suitors

· Odysseus makes Telemachus promise he will tell no one of Odysseus’ true identity 

“Argos”

· Odysseus’ faithful dog, Argos, wags his tail upon hearing his master’s voice.  He dies immediately after seeing his master

“The Suitors”

· Odysseus enters the hall of his home and passes among the suitors to beg

· In returning to his home as a beggar, Odysseus shows a change of character from excessive pride to humility

· Antinous, the most arrogant and outspoken of the suitors, breaks into a rage at the sight of the disguised Odysseus begging for food

· Odysseus scolds Antinous for his refusal to show hospitality and share the food 

· Odysseus displays patience and controls his anger, unlike past episodes where he acted rashly 

· Telemachus, although angered by the blow his father receives from Antinous, also restrains himself awaiting the time of their revenge
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“Penelope” 

· Penelope meets secretly with the old beggar, never imagining that it is her beloved Odysseus

· Odysseus again demonstrates patience and does not reveal his true identity to his wife but assures her that her husband is alive and on his way back to Ithaca as they speak
· Penelope tells the suitors that she is weaving a burial shroud to honor her father-in-law Laertes and will choose a suitor when she has completed the shroud

· Every day Penelope weaves at the loom, but each night she tears it apart
· After four years, however, the suitors discover her plan, and Penelope realizes that she must choose a suitor to restore order to the kingdom and save Telemachus’ inheritance from the suitors

· The beggar once again swears that Odysseus is on his way back to Ithaca and will return

“The Challenge” 

· The suitors summon Penelope to the hall and demand she must choose one of them
· Penelope agrees saying that she will marry whoever can string Odysseus’ great bow and shoot an arrow through a row of twelve ax handles, as Odysseus used to do
· All the suitors fail in their attempts
· The old beggar asks for a turn, and against the suitors’ protests, Penelope and Telemachus insist that he be given a chance
· Disguised as the beggar, Odysseus strings the bow easily, like a musician stringing his instrument
· Odysseus successfully shoots the arrow through the handles and claims his place at the throne
“Odysseus’ Revenge”

· Odysseus throws off his beggar rags and lets his arrows fly against the suitors

· His first victim is the arrogant Antinous

· Eurymachus, another of the suitors, asks that Odysseus show them mercy and attempts to make restitution 

· Odysseus refuses the offer and he, Telemachus, and two faithful servants slaughter the suitors in the great hall

“Penelope Tests Odysseus”

· After twenty years of waiting for Odysseus, Penelope hesitates to acknowledge the stranger as her husband

· Odysseus bathes and dresses in kingly wardrobe, and Athena makes him more handsome in appearance

· As Odysseus approaches their bedroom, Penelope orders one of the servants to move their bed outside the room for Odysseus to spend the night alone

· Odysseus, angered by his wife’s rejection, reveals that the bed, which he built with his own hands, was carved from an olive tree and was the center in which the entire bedroom was built around and cannot be moved

· When Penelope hears this, she is convinced that her Odysseus has returned because no other man knew of their secret
