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Literary Analysis Task

Lord of the Flies Sample

In William Golding’s thought provoking novel Lord of the Flies the reader meets a group of young boys that are stranded on an island without the benefit of adult supervision. Their desperate situation causes them to confront many obstacles as they struggle to survive without rules or real consequences. The central idea of the text is to demonstrate the struggle of mankind between civilization and savagery and how even in the most civilized human there is a tendency towards savagery. One way in which the author brings this to the readers’ attention is through the effective use of literary devices. For example, Golding implements language use to engage the readers and bring deeper meaning to the text. 

One example of how the author develops the central idea of mankind’s losing its battle to maintain its civility and embracing its savage counterpart is through language use. On pg. 135, Golding uses words and phrases such as “forcing a spear still deeper”, “wedded to her in lust, excited by the long chase”, “spurted with her last strength”, “dreadful eruption”, “squealed and bucked”, etc., not only to literally illustrate the brutal killing of the sow, but also to figuratively connect to the illicit act of a vicious rape. Here Golding clearly shows how Jack and his hunters have lost all humanity in their brutal killing of the female mother pig, who has now left her piglets orphans. And as if this violent hunt were not savage enough, Golding skillfully chooses his words to figuratively parallel a brutal rape scene to once again emphasize the barbarism of mankind on yet another level. 

Another example of how the author uses language to emphasize the central idea is found on pg. …. (Write your 2nd quotation and strong explanation that connects to central idea)
In conclusion, Golding’s masterful use of language makes it impossible for the reader to escape the author’s powerful message, which asserts that at the core of every human being lies a savage beast. Golding’s colorful language illustrates this brutality as he describes the inhumane slaughtering of the sow while simultaneously eluding to a vicious rape, proving once again the savagery of mankind.
