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Julius Caesar Writing Assignment: "Friends, Romans, countrymen...."

RHETORICAL DEVICES AND PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES

Rhetoric is defined as "The art or study of using language effectively and persuasively.”

Act III, Scene ii of Julius Caesar contains two of the most famous orations (speeches) ever written for the stage, one delivered by Marcus Brutus, and the other by Marc Antony. 
"Friends, Romans, Countrymen, lend me your ears..." declares Antony, and he then speaks one of the most powerfully persuasive speeches to the Roman people. 
In order to understand why his words (indeed, Shakespeare's words) have remained in the human collective memory for so long, one must understand the use of rhetoric and persuasive techniques in the speech. For our purposes, we will only focus on four of these techniques:
*
ETHOS – building the speaker’s credibility
* 
LOGOS – a logical approach to the argument 
* 
PATHOS – appealing to the audience’s emotions

*    IRONY - expression of something that is contrary to the intended meaning; the words say one thing but mean another.
Perhaps more than any other of Shakespeare's works, Julius Caesar is a play that hinges upon rhetoric—both as the art of persuasion and an artifice (artful trick) used to veil (cover) intent. 

To be sure, Antony does not have it easy. He is already a man distrusted by the conspirators for his friendship with Caesar. Brutus lets him speak at Caesar's funeral, but only after Brutus, a great orator in his own right, has spoken first to "show the reason of our Caesar's death." 
Brutus makes it clear that Antony may speak whatever good he wishes of Caesar so long as he speaks no ill of the conspirators. But Antony has two advantages over Brutus: his plan of deception and his chance to have the last word. It's safe to say that Antony makes the most of his opportunity. 

Assignment:
In a well-developed paragraph, you…
· TAG (title, author, genre) plus short summary
· Make a claim arguing who is the more effective speaker, Brutus or Antony?

· Choose at least one of the above rhetorical techniques; in your paragraph, define it and then discuss how it reinforces your claim
· Find at least two quotations within the speech that support your chosen rhetorical technique and support them with clear explanations in connection to your quotations and claim
· Must cite quotations from your chosen speech with page and line(s) numbers to support ideas

· Discuss the affect each has on the audience
· This should be AT LEAST a 1- page, double spaced written argument

Due Date: ________________

