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Name: _____________________________________ Period: ________

Ms. Carota/English 10
Literary Techniques/Rhetorical Devices

Ethos, Logos, & Pathos
ETHOS
Ethos is an appeal to ethics, and it is a means of convincing someone of the character or credibility of the persuader. The speaker or writer then becomes trustworthy in the eyes of listeners and readers. 
Examples:
1. “Our expertise in roofing contracting is evidenced not only by our 100 years in the business and our staff of qualified technicians, but in the decades of satisfied customers who have come to expect nothing but the best.”
The advertisers try to build up their credibility with their customers by mentioning the experience they have in the field and the technical expertise of their staff.
2. “Doctors all over the world recommend this type of treatment.”
People tend to believe the opinions of doctors in the matter of medical treatments.
3. “My three decades of experience in public service, my tireless commitment to the people of this community, and my willingness to reach across the aisle and cooperate with the opposition, make me the ideal candidate for your mayor.”
The public can easily be persuaded by letting them have an idea about the past actions and policies of a candidate.

LOGOS
Logos is an appeal to logic, and is a way of persuading an audience by reason.

Example:
“Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation”.

(Of Studies by Francis Bacon)

This is a perfect example of logos and a clash between reading and not reading. Bacon argues that a reader is better than those who cling to what they already know. He uses logic that reading is necessary because it improves the skills.
PATHOS
Pathos is an appeal to emotion, and is a way of convincing an audience of an argument by creating an emotional response.
Example:

"I’m not just invested in this community – I love every building, every business, every hard-working member of this town."

The speaker appeals to the people’s sense of loyalty to and love for their community. 
