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Independent Reading Guide

Name: __________________________________________
Period: ______   
Ms. Carota/English

Directions: Complete guide as you independently read. Use back of handout if needed.

Title: _____________________________________________________________  Author: _________________________________________

ELEMENTS of the Story…

1. What is the SETTING? __________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who is the PROTAGONIST – the main character – in the story? ____________________________________________

3. Describe, IN DETAIL, (physically AND personality) the protagonist: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What challenge or CONFLICT (remember: think opposing forces) does the protagonist face? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How is the conflict resolved? (You will not be able to identify RESOLUTION until end of story.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. List other IMPORTANT characters involved in the protagonist’s CONFLICT? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. List the IMPORTANT EVENTS in the story from beginning, middle, and end (You should only have a few): 

a. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is the CLIMAX? In other words, what SPECIFIC EVENT is the turning point for the character – there is NO GOING BACK at this point.

9. How would I, the reader, describe the MOOD of the story? How does the author establish the MOOD?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Summarize the THEME or CENTRAL IDEA in this story: __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Typically, the AUTHOR’S PURPOSE is to try to demonstrate this THEME to the reader through the events and struggles the character goes through in the story. In other words, WHAT does the PROTAGONIST learn that in turn could apply to most people universally.)

