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Ms. Carota/English 9
Directions: Essay Outline Chart for Paragraphs: For your essay, you will choose among theme, conflict, or dynamic character. Choose one of the literary elements and then use the chart below to plan and outline your essay. Use the examples as a guideline. You must add two additional pieces of TBS (text-based support) and provide the explanation for each piece of TBS from the beginning, middle, and end of the text.
	Example Paragraph Topic sentence: An important theme in the novel is coming of age. Coming of age can be defined as a person undergoing a dramatic change in perspective or outlook, often times after a significant event. Ponyboy undergoes just such a significant change as he struggles in his relationship with his older brother Darry as a direct result of his life experiences.

	Examples
	My Text-Based Support (TBS)
	My Explanation of TBS

	Example Beginning TBS: In the beginning of the novel, Pony says that Darry treats him like he is six instead of fourteen. 
	1.
	1.

	Example Beginning Explanation: Darry’s treatment of Pony leads him to believe that his older brother thinks he is incapable of taking care of himself.
	2. 
	2.

	Example Middle TBS: After Bob’s stabbing, Pony receives a letter from Soda when he and Johnny are hiding out in the abandoned church. Soda writes Pony that Darry is worried about him and apologizes for hitting him. 
	1.
	1.

	Example Middle Explanation: After reading this letter and being forced to live on his own and fend for himself, Pony realizes Darry’s behavior may not have been as bad as he originally thought, and he acknowledges that Darry was not always tough with him but sometimes caring and kind. As the novel progresses, Pony begins to have a change in attitude towards his older brother.
	2.
	2.

	Example End Detail: Towards the end of the novel, Pony and Darry fight and Soda explains how difficult it is for him to be caught in the middle. At one point, he explains to Pony that Darry could have made the choice to put them in foster care but chose to keep them together.
	1.
	1.

	Example End Explanation: Soda’s outburst helps Pony see the sacrifices Darry has made to keep the family together, and this helps to change Pony’s opinion of Darry. 
	2.
	2.


