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                                   Ms. Carota/English 9
Title:    
“The Scarlet Ibis”  (short story)

 
Author: James Hurst


the narrator / Doodle’s older brother – motivated by pride, believes himself 

                                                                   to be infallible or perfect (incapable 

                                                                   of making mistakes)

Doodle / William Armstrong – innocent, sensitive, caring, loyal, determined, 

                                                     lover of nature





Main Characters:





Point of View: 


                    first person  


                   told by the narrator                                                           





Setting (time and place):





rural (farm)





1918 (WW I)





Old Woman Swamp





Main Conflict: pride and embarrassment vs. desire to help Doodle


Older brother motivated by excessive pride and embarrassment over Doodle’s handicap and will not rest until Doodle learns how to be like other boys and girls  





internal conflict – man vs. self


narrator: “I should have already admitted defeat, but my pride would not let me.”


narrator: “…pride is a wonderful, terrible thing…”








Plot / Summary of Major Story Events:


1. Doodle is born an invalid, and everyone believes he will die.


2. Doodle survives and learns to walk. (narrator surprises the family on Doodle’s sixth birthday with his ability to walk)


3. The narrator begins to teach Doodle other things: to run, to swim, to climb trees, and to fight.  


4. Doodle finds these goals very difficult to achieve but does not admit defeat.  


5. The scarlet ibis is blown off course from a storm and arrives in their yard only to die.


6. Doodle and his older brother are caught in a storm. Because of Doodle’s inability to meet their goals, and older brother’s


    inability to admit defeat, the narrator runs for home, leaving Doodle behind in the storm.


7. The older brother realizes his mistake and goes back to find Doodle is dead.





 





 





 











 


  


 





Theme:


1. coming of age  –  The narrator matures with the


experience of Doodle’s death – he realizes his part


in Doodle’s death – his pride forces the narrator to


push Doodle beyond his limits – the story is told in a


flashback to honor his brother and to teach others a


valuable lesson





Doodle cannot live up to the expectations of the older brother – Doodle physically pushes himself beyond his limits – Doodle is heartbroken when older brother withdraws his love





2. tolerance – The narrator writes this story in the


hopes of teaching the reader a lesson about tolerance and acceptance.














Resolution of Conflict:





Older brother pushes Doodle so hard that when Doodle fails to meet goals, the narrator withdraws his love and Doodle dies (overexertion and heartbroken)





The narrator writes this story in the hopes of teaching the reader a lesson about tolerance and acceptance.





Additional Important Literary Elements:


setting: – contributes to the mood of the short story and shows the characterization of Doodle (mirrors physical and emotional


                state of Doodle)


foreshadowing: “blighted summer” = death of scarlet ibis and Doodle ; Aunt Nicey’s predictions


symbolism: rare and beautiful ibis = Doodle ; form of the fallen scarlet ibis mirrors Doodle’s dead body by Old Woman Swamp


imagery: description in opening ; Old Woman Swamp and storm description (reader can “see, hear, taste, touch, and smell” these things – almost like we are in the story) ; the use of the color red – bleeding tree, Doodle, scarlet ibis, nightshade bush








