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Title:    
The Odyssey  (epic poem)

 


Author: Homer

Odysseus – protagonist ; strong, courageous, cunning, loyal, intelligent, but 

filled with hubris

Penelope – Odysseus’ wife, faithful, intelligent, and clever 

Telemachus – son of Odysseus and Penelope, courageous and good-hearted

Zeus – ruler of the gods, offers both challenge and assistance to Odysseus

Athena – daughter of Zeus and goddess of wisdom, assists O and T

Poseidon – god of the sea and enemy to Odysseus

Circe and Calypso – goddesses who seduce Odysseus

suitors to Penelope – plan to marry Penelope, kill Telemachus, and steal 

Odysseus’ kingdom






Main Characters:





Point of View:                       


          first person 


         told by Odysseus                                                     





Setting (time and place):





Odysseus’ wanderings cover the Aegean and surrounding seas 


 


Ithaca (northwestern Greece) - Odysseus’ kingdom





Main Conflict:


Odysseus’ quest or journey home to Ithaca in the face of many challenges - often brought about by his own hubris 





Plot / Summary of Major Story Events:


1.  The Trojan war ends with Odysseus’s inspired plan from Athena of the Trojan Horse. He fails to show respect for the gods,


     which begins his cursed journey home.  


2.  Zeus blows Odysseus and his men off course to the island of Ismarus in Thrace (including modern Bulgaria and parts of


     Greece and Turkey) – Battle of the Cicones – Men disobey O and many pay with their lives. 


3.  The Lotus-Eaters (Tunisia) – O must physically drag his men away from the island as they have lost all desire to return home


4.  The Cyclops (Sicily) – O devises clever plan, again inspired by Athena, to escape Polyphemus but makes the mistake, because of


     his hubris, of revealing his identity to the giant, who then calls upon his father, Poseidon, to curse O’s journey.


5.  Island of Aeolus (off the coast of Sicily) – Aeolus, god of the wind, assists O by bottling the unfavorable winds. Men disobey O,


     open the bag of wind, and are blown away from Ithaca. 


6.  Laestrygonians (Corsica) – Cannibals on this island destroy all but one of O’s ships and devour most of his men.


7.  Island of Aeaea (off the Italian coast, near Rome) – Circe, daughter of Helios, transforms O’s men into swine but O is protected


     from Circe’s curse by the herb moly given to him by Hermes. Circe, infatuated with O, promised him immortality if he would


     marry her and remain on her island but O refuses.


8.  Underworld – Circe offers O advice on how to return to Ithaca by consulting the blind prophet Tiresias. She also offers advice


     on how to escape the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis. 


9.  The Sirens (island north of Sicily) lure men with their song. O puts wax in his men’s ears and has them tie him to mast,  


     beginning to conquer his hubris. 


10. Scylla and Charybdis (northern entrance to Straits of Messina) – six-headed monster and ferocious whirlpool – Circe advised O


      to face Scylla, advising him that it is better to sacrifice only six men than entire crew.


11. Island of Thrinacia (Malta) – Cattle of the sun god – Circe warns O not to eat Helios’s cattle but men disobey. Zeus destroys


      ship with thunderbolt. O’s entire fleet is now destroyed, and he is the sole survivor.


12. Island of Ogygia (one of the three islands in the Malta group) – O washes upon Calypso’s shores and remains for seven years


      until Hermes sends message that Zeus insists that O is released. 


13. Phaeacia (western coast of Greece) – King Alcinous offers Odysseus ship and crew to return to Ithaca


14. Ithaca – Penelope is overrun with suitors but has spent years tricking them with weaving scheme


15. Penelope’s challenge – suitor who can string Odysseus’ bow and shoot an arrow through twelve ax handles will be Odysseus’  


      successor – Odysseus, disguised as beggar, is victorious in the challenge


16. Odysseus and Telemachus overtake the suitors and Odysseus assumes his rightful place as king


17. Penelope tests Odysseus with a secret that only he would know – the secret of their bed


 





 











 


  


 





Theme:


loyalty and perseverance: Penelope’s faithfulness for twenty years; Odysseus’s loyalty to Ithaca, family, and crew


hospitality: reader can judge whether or not a character is civilized or uncivilized based on degree of hospitality (e.g. Cyclops, the suitors, King of Phaeacia) 


fate: role of fate and gods in human life


mind over muscle – using cunning or skill over strength (eg. Cyclops victory, battle with suitors)


pitfalls of human temptation – impulsive, irreverence, hubris








Resolution of Conflict:


Odysseus displays humility and realizes he is nothing without the gods


Zeus, agreeing to Athena’s pleas, allows Odysseus to finally return home after twenty years





Additional Important Literary Elements:


flashback – Odysseus relays his adventures in the banquet hall of King Alcinous of Phaeacia


symbol – the wedding bed represents the constancy of Odysseus and Penelope’s marriage 








