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Romeo Montague – impulsive, impetuous 

Juliet Capulet – 13-years-old ; clear-headed 

Benvolio – Romeo’s cousin and friend ; “the peacemaker”

Mercutio – Prince Escalus’ cousin and Romeo’s friend ; the joker

Friar Lawrence – a monk ; friend and confessor to Romeo and Juliet

Nurse – Juliet’s nurse and confidante

Tybalt – Juliet’s cousin ; 

Paris – Prince Escalus’ cousin and Juliet’s suitor

Prince Escalus – ruler of Verona

 





Main Characters:





Point of View:                                                                                                                fi             drama – tragedy - dialogue                                                     





Setting (time and place):





Verona, Italy – during the fifteenth century





Act V, Scene 1 – Mantua, Italy





Main Conflict: 


long-standing Montague/Capulet feud





external conflict – Montagues vs. Capulets – Romeo vs. Tybalt – 


Lord and Lady Capulet vs. Juliet - Romeo and Juliet vs. fate  


internal conflict – Romeo and Juliet vs. themselves (loving the enemy)








Plot / Summary of Major Story Events:





ACT I (Sunday) – Montagues and Capulets have been feuding for years / Paris asks Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage / Capulet throws party / Romeo and Juliet meet, fall in love, and decide to marry


ACT II (Monday) – Romeo and Juliet marry / Romeo kills Tybalt / Juliet’s marriage to Paris is scheduled for Thursday


ACT III (Tuesday) – Romeo leaves Verona / Lord Capulet changes the wedding day to Wednesday to take Juliet’s mind off her supposed grief over Tybalt’s death / Juliet visits Friar Laurence and acquires sleeping potion, which she takes Tuesday night


ACT IV (Wednesday) – Juliet’s family finds her “dead” Wednesday morning and takes her to her tomb


ACT V – (Thursday) – Romeo learns of Juliet’s death, purchases poison, and commits suicide in the tomb / Juliet’s potion wears off, and she awakens to find Romeo dead.  She kisses him and stabs herself.


(Friday) – Early Friday morning, the bodies of Romeo and Juliet are found in the tomb, and the families vow to end their long-standing feud





 





 





 











 


  


 





Theme:





love – takes many forms – superficial physical desire to total self-sacrifice – infatuation, friendship, familial love and loyalty - star-crossed lovers – power of love to overcome hatred


forgiveness – revenge often leads to destruction - youth repeating parents’ mistake – unable to forgive and forget parents’ original feud  


fate – often controls life – lovers were doomed as their destiny was predetermined 














Resolution of Conflict:


Juliet fakes her suicide – Romeo, not knowing of Juliet’s 


scheme, kills himself  by swallowing poison – Juliet awakens and upon seeing Romeo, stabs herself – the Montagues and Capulets vow to end their long-standing feud 





Additional Important Literary Elements:





foreshadowing – Prologue/ “…a pair of star-crossed lovers…” Act I, Scene 4/Romeo predicts that attending the party will bring about his death  Act II, Scene 6/Romeo says that death can do what it wants as long as he can call Juliet his own  Act III, Scene 1/Mercution curses both families after he is stabbed by Tybalt   Act III/Romeo says that death would be better than banishment   Act III, Scene 5/Juliet has a premonition that she sees Romeo as though he were in his coffin











