Name: ______________________________




Ms. Carota/ English 9
Critical Lens Essay Formula

A critical lens essay is a formulaic essay that uses a quotation to explore and analyze works of 

literature. The essay writer provides an interpretation of the quotation and then uses literary 

elements from two works of literature to support the interpretation.

Use the organizer below to assist you in composing a critical lens essay using two literary works.  

Introduction (Paragraph #1)

C 
opy the quotation (1 sentence)
1) In this section, copy the quotation and the author: ____________________ once 
                  (name the author)

said/stated, ______________________________________​_______________________
    

 



(rewrite quotation using “quotation marks”)

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
O wn words (2-3 sentences)
2) In this section, explain in your own words what you think the quotation means.


 This quotation means/suggests/implies…  _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
A
 gree or disagree (2-3 sentences)
3)  In this section, write whether you agree or disagree with the quotation.  

NOTE: avoid using “I” -- instead, use the sentence below:

This quotation is true/valid (or untrue/invalid) because… __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
T ie it to two texts – this is your THESIS statement (1-2 sentences)
4) In this section, write the TAGS, or titles, authors and genres of the works and how 

they connect with the idea presented in the quotation.  

The _____________________ ___________________________ by ________________

                             
(genre: short story, novel, poem)          
(title of work)                    
 

(author)

and the ____________________________   ___________________________ by _____________________
        
     (genre: short story, novel, poem)           
      (title of work)                    

 (author )

prove this quotation are true because… _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (Paragraph #2)
5) In this section, explain how the quotation relates to your first piece of literature by using literary elements.  Use a transition statement to introduce the topic – (see example below)

(2 sentences) 

Throughout _____________________________,   ____________________________ uses many
                                                      (title of work)                             

  (author’s name)

literary elements that help connect the _________________________ to the critical lens.  
                                                                                                            
 (genre)
Two examples are _________________________ and _________________________.

                                                                  (literary element)

                       (literary element)
** Next, explain how the first literary element from the story proves your interpretation of the critical lens (quotation).  (e.g. theme, characterization, conflict, symbolism, etc.)

           FOLLOW THE “NAME IT – DEFINE IT – SHOW IT – TIE IT BACK TO THE QUOTATION” RULE

Give specific examples from the work using text-based support.
Name the first literary element you will use and define it. (1 sentence) ______________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Show this element in the first story you will talk about using specific text-based support (4-5 sentences)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Tie it back to the quotation. (2-3 sentences) This proves the quotation is true because… ___________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (Paragraph #3)
6) In this section, explain how the second literary element from the story proves your interpretation of the critical lens (quotation). (e.g. theme, characterization, conflict, symbolism, etc.) 
           FOLLOW THE “NAME IT – DEFINE IT – SHOW IT – TIE IT BACK TO THE QUOTATION” RULE

Give specific examples from the work using text-based support.
Name the second literary element you will use and define it. (1 sentence) ____________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Show this element in the first story you will talk about using specific text-based support (4-5 sentences)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Tie it back to the quotation. (2-3 sentences) This proves the quotation is true because… ___________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________             



Body Paragraph (Paragraph #4)
7)  In this section, explain how the quotation relates to your second piece of literature by using 

    literary elements.  Use a transition statement to introduce the new topic – (see example below)

_____________________________   by   ____________________________ is a second piece of 

                                  (title of work)

                                  (author’s name)
literature that uses literary elements to connect the _________________________ to the critical 

                                                                           (genre)                                                           

lens.  Two examples are _________________________ and _________________________.

                                        (literary element) 

                       (literary element)

** Next, explain how the first literary element from the story proves your interpretation of the critical lens (quotation).  (e.g. theme, characterization, conflict, symbolism, etc.)

           FOLLOW THE “NAME IT – DEFINE IT – SHOW IT – TIE IT BACK TO THE QUOTATION” RULE

Give specific examples from the work using text-based support.
Name the first literary element you will use and define it. (1 sentence) ____________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Show this element in the second story you will talk about using specific text-based support (4-5 sentences)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Tie it back to the quotation. (2-3 sentences) This proves the quotation is true because… ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (Paragraph #5)
8)  In this section, explain how the second literary element from the story proves your interpretation of the critical lens (quotation). (e.g. theme, characterization, conflict, symbolism, etc.) 

      FOLLOW THE “NAME IT – DEFINE IT – SHOW IT – TIE IT BACK TO THE QUOTATION” RULE
Give specific examples from the work using text-based support.
Name the second literary element you will use and define it. (1 sentence) ____________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Show this element in the second story you will talk about using specific text-based support                      (4-5 sentences)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Tie it back to the quotation. (2-3 sentences) This proves the quotation is true because… ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion (Paragraph #6)

9) In this section, recopy the quotation and restate your interpretation. (1-2 sentences)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
10) Next, summarize the body paragraphs of your essay in one or two sentences, and explain how the literary elements you used prove the point you made about the quotation. (2-3 sentences)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

11) In this section, give your essay a fresh ending (e.g. a personal insight, a revelation,  

  a life lesson, or a quotation that illustrates your argument).Think Jerry Springer! (1 sentence)
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

