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Circle the Wagons Procedures Sheet
Part A: Reading your work

1. Choose something that you truly consider to be among your best work, and that you wish to further revise.  Remember this is an opportunity for you to express yourself as a writer and obtain feedback.

2. You are presenting your work to others, so be sure to speak slowly, clearly, and loudly.

3. Be proud of what you have written.

4. Accept criticism with dignity, understanding that it is not an attack but an effort on the part of your peers to help you revise your work and better express yourself.

Part B: Responding to your peers 
1. Remember that you will be presenting your own work at some point.  Consider this as you respond to others. 

2. As you listen, you MUST take notes.  This is NOT an option but a requirement.  I may collect your notes at any time for a grade.  

3. Circle the Wagons is to help us become better writers, but how can we revise our work without specific feedback.

4. Be specific when responding.  In other words, avoid saying things like, “It was good.” “I liked it.” or “It sucked.”  Which, of course, you would NEVER say anyway because you know better!  Instead, respond with detailed comments, such as “I think the characters need to be developed more.” “I was moved when you spoke about your grandmother.” “I think you really captured the voice of the child.” or “The ending was confusing.  It needs more detail.”  

5. Focus not only on what was successful but also try to help the writer improve as well.  Sometimes criticism, when done constructively, can be the most helpful and allows the writer to make effective revisions.

6. REMEMBER – you will be reading your work at some point too – be nice, be helpful, and be respectful!
