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Directions:

· First Read for literal meaning: questions to consider: Is this poem literally true? Did the poem’s speaker actually see bears walking in her room at night, climbing stairs, and then lose them?

· Second Read for figurative meaning: Is this poem literally about walking and talking bears? Or is it something deeper? What do you think the author is implying? What might the bears represent? Annotate poem, paying attention to literary devices and how the poet uses them to convey theme or central idea.
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Bears

Adrienne Rich

Wonderful bears that walked my room all night,

Where are you gone, your sleek and fairy fur,

Your eyes’ veiled imperious light?

Brown bears as rich as mocha or as musk,

White opalescent bears whose fur stood out

Electric in the deepening dusk.

And great black bears who seemed more blue

than black,

More violet than blue against the dark –

Where are you now?  upon what track?

Mutter your muffled paws, that used to tread

So softly, surely, up the creakless stair

While I lay listening in bed?

When did I lose you?  whose have you become?

Why do I wait and wait and never hear

Your thick nocturnal pacing in my room?

My bears, who keeps you now, in pride and fear?

