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Name______________________________
Period______            Ms. Carota/English 9
Odyssey Background Questions
Directions: Answer the following questions based on your close 

reading of the background information for the Odyssey found on pp. 592-93. Be sure to cite paragraph and line numbers to support your answers when specified.
1.  What is an epic poem? Cite the line that supports your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________.
2.  What two epic poems did Ancient Greece produce?

__________________________ and __________________________

3.  It is believed that the author of both of these poems is ____________________.

4.  What are believed to be the approximate dates the Odyssey was written? Cite the 

line that supports your response.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________.
5.  When did the Trojan War take place and what was the major cause of the war? Cite.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________.
6.  Identify the two sides that are fighting in the Trojan War.

__________________________ and __________________________

7.  Whose side are Achilles and Odysseus fighting on?  __________________________

8.  How long did the Trojan War last?    __________________________

9.  Explain how the Trojan horse played a role in the war. Be sure to cite the line.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________.
10.  What are the three major plot strands found in the Odyssey?

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________________________________
