Writing a Well-Developed Literary Essay

Introduction Paragraph
title, author, genre

brief summary of story (1-2 sentences)

literary element and its general definition

make your claim (strong statement); in other words, write what you will demonstrate in your essay

Body Paragraphs

three body paragraphs (beginning, middle, and end of story)

specific text-based support (TBS/evidence) PLUS their explanations  

Conclusion Paragraph

Summarize how your specific TBS connects to your literary element, showing its development and proving your argument 

Tips

Make sure you fully address the essay task. (Make sure you clearly understand what the essay is asking you to respond to and prove)

Develop your essay using smooth transitions from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph
Use correct spelling, grammar, and write in complete sentences

Use interesting vocabulary


See below to view essay introduction and body paragraph samples
Writing a Well-Developed Literary Essay

Step #1: Write a brief summary of the story including title, author, and genre that will give the reader the topic of your essay (your chosen literary element and its definition, as well as naming it specifically using the story).
The Outsiders Sample Introduction Paragraph:

(title, author, and genre) S.E. Hinton’s powerful novel The Outsiders (brief summary) tells the story of the orphaned Curtis brothers who belong to a gang known as the greasers. The narrator and protagonist, Ponyboy Curtis, relays their struggles to stay together as a family in the face of economic hardship and violent conflict with a rival gang, the wealthy West Side Socials. (literary element and its definition) A significant literary element illustrated throughout the novel is theme, which is an important lesson, moral, or message that the author shows the reader through the characters. (specifically identify chosen literary element in the story) A major theme in the novel is coming of age. Coming of age can be defined as a person undergoing a dramatic change in perspective or outlook, often times after a significant event. Typically, this change is demonstrated through the character’s shift in attitude from negative to positive. Ponyboy undergoes just such a significant change as he struggles in his relationship with his older brother Darry as a direct result of his life experiences. By the novel’s conclusion, Pony has intellectually matured because of life’s difficult obstacles and gone from a negative opinion to a positive opinion of his brother Darry. 
Step #2 Head to the “EE-R”  (sample of body paragraph #1 / beginning of novel)

Two pieces of text-based support (E = evidence) followed by deep and meaningful explanations
Example: In the novel’s opening, Pony and his older brother Darry have a difficult time navigating their relationship. As a result of their parents’ untimely death, the Curtis brothers find themselves struggling to keep their family together. Darry has bravely taken on the role of both parents in an attempt to keep his younger brothers out of foster care. This sacrifice, however, puts a great deal of pressure on the older sibling, and Darry does not always show his care and concern for Pony in an appropriate way. Consequently, Pony believes that his older brother hates him and would like nothing more than to get rid of his him. For example, Pony says that Darry treats him like he is six instead of fourteen. He is strict with Pony about school but lets the middle brother, Soda, drop out. Pony misunderstands Darry’s actions in this case because his older brother is only doing these things to keep his younger brother out of trouble, protect him, and do what is best for Pony. Pony incorrectly interprets these actions, however, and believes that Darry is just being hard on him. 

