Writing a Well-Developed Literary Analysis Essay

Introduction Paragraph

TAG it: title, author, genre: All My Sons, Arthur Miller, drama or play
brief summary of story (1-2 sentences) that strongly connects chosen character and theme
writing strategy (literary device): dialogue: how Arthur Miller uses dialogue to develop theme
make your claim (strong statement); in other words, write what you will demonstrate in your essay

Body Paragraphs

three body paragraphs (one quotation from EACH act of All My Sons: Acts I, II, and III)

specific text-based support (TBS/evidence) PLUS analysis that uses thematic language  

Conclusion Paragraph

Summarize how your specific TBS connects to your literary device (dialogue), showing its development and proving your argument 

Tips

Make sure you fully address the essay task. (Make sure you clearly understand what the essay is asking you to respond to and prove)

Develop your essay using smooth transitions from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph

Use correct spelling, grammar, and write in complete sentences

Use interesting vocabulary

See below to view essay introduction and body paragraph sample
NOTE: Follow MLA 8 heading and structure format: typed paper, proper heading, Times New Roman font, 12 pt. font, double space. 
Introduction: (follow these guidelines to write a well-developed introduction) 
TAG it (name the title, author, & genre) 
Short summary that connects your chosen character and theme
Thesis statement: sentence that addresses how Arthur Miller uses (literary device/writing strategy) dialogue to develop theme.
Mary Smith
(proper MLA 8 heading)
Ms. Carota

English 12 – Period 1

20 December 2018

Arthur Miller’s riveting play All My Sons tells the thought-provoking story of Joe Keller, a successful self-made man dedicated to his family, or so it would seem. Joe has built up his factory, thanks to the manufacturing of plane parts for the military during WWII. At the start of the play, the audience is drawn in by Joe and his devotion to his wife Kate and son Chris. We see him as a moral and dedicated husband and father. Keller and Kate have suffered the loss of their younger son Larry, who is reported M.I.A. shortly before WWII concludes, and this tragedy sets the wheels in motion for the audience’s dark revelation at the play’s conclusion. One theme Miller brings to light in his drama is that of family and familial obligation and the author’s brilliant use of dialogue helps unfold this important message.
Body: (follow the below guidelines to write a well-developed body paragraph) 
Transition sentence that restates thesis statement: (how Arthur Miller uses (literary device/writing strategy) dialogue to develop theme)
Cited evidence (Act # and pg. #)
Analysis that connects chosen character and theme, using thematic language 
Closing sentence that shows how dialogue is used 

One way Miller implements dialogue in the development of the theme is found in Act I on pg. 7 when Joe says, "From Mother's point of view he [Larry] is not dead and you have no right to take his girl." As a father figure, Joe not only feels an obligation to his wife Kate, but also a family allegiance to protect his son Larry. Chris' marriage to Ann threatens Joe's ideal notion of family, so he feels obligated to protect that ideal, even if it means going along with Kate's inability to accept that Larry is dead. Because of Miller’s expert use of dialogue, the audience is truly sympathetic to Joe’s dilemma, as he is caught between honoring his wife’s inability to accept Larry’s death and his son Chris’ longing to accept his brother’s death and move forward with his life by marrying Larry’s girl. 

Your essay is five-paragraphs: introduction, three body paragraphs (one for each act of the play: Acts I, II, and III), and conclusion
