Name_________________________________________


Creative Writing/ Ms. Carota


What is a writer’s notebook?

It is a goal of Creative Writing to help students become better writers, and better writing is only attained through practice, practice, practice. However, sometimes a creative piece that is assigned does not speak to a particular student, or a student does not have much to say about a particular subject. The writer’s notebook allows students to experiment with every assignment, but ultimately choose which assignments they feel reflect their best work. 

REMEMBER! Your final project is your portfolio project; pieces you have written in the writer’s notebook can and should be used in your portfolio.

How does it work?

· Divide your marble notebook in half. The first half you will use for your writer’s notebook. 

· The Do Now for each day will usually be a prompt for the writer’s notebook or a free-write. Use a clean sheet from you marble notebook, date it, number it, and title it whatever the prompt says (ie: #1 earliest memory or free-write), and begin writing immediately. 

· If a prompt is given, write as much as you can about the subject, paying no attention to grammar, spelling, etc. Keep your pen to the paper at all times. You will be surprised how much writing you can do on any given subject!

· If there is no prompt given (ie: free-write), simply write about whatever you feel like (ie: your favorite band, friends, family, memories, summer vacation, where you see yourself in five years, etc.).  Just be sure to date it, number it, and title it

· Throughout the semester, I will ask you to revisit a written piece from your writer’s notebook and expand it, revise it, critique it, and ultimately turn it into a formal 2 page piece of writing to be submitted for a grade. 

· Formal submissions must be typed, double spaced, size 12 Times New Roman font, and must also include a formal heading. 

How much does this count?

· Each formal submission counts as a formal paper (50% of your overall grade per quarter in total)

· The notebook itself is also checked each quarter and counts as 20% of your overall grade. You must keep up on all entries regardless of absence or interest. In case of absence, check the log for missed prompts.

**Formal pieces are due on the assigned date; late work will lose 5 points per day **
