VERB DEFINITIONS
· ACTION VERBS: An action verb tells what someone or something does.

Some action verbs express physical action; others express mental action

Physical action: The catcher often signals to the pitcher.

Mental action: A good catcher understands the batter’s technique.

· LINKING VERBS: A linking verb links, or joins, the subject of a sentence (often a noun or pronoun) with a word or expression that identifies or describes the subject.

NOTE: The verb to be in all its forms – am, is, are, was, were – is the most commonly used linking verb.

I am an athlete.



The players are fast.

Squash is an outdoor sport.

They were hockey fans.

Other Linking Verbs

Helpful Hint: If you are not sure whether a verb is an action verb or a linking verb, simply substitute the existing verb with “is”, “are”, “was”, or “were” and if the sentence still makes sense (and maintains its original meaning) than the verb is a linking verb.
The stream felt very cold.  

The stream is very cold.  




Since the sentence is still grammatically correct, we can surmise that felt is a linking verb.
look		     remain		          seem	                 become


stay		     grow		          appear		         sound


taste		     smell		          feel








