Use text-based support from the

beginning, middle, and end of the literary work

to support and prove your point!
theme – is a lesson, moral, or message that the author reveals to the reader through the events or characters; themes are often implied views of life and conduct.
1. Identify the theme. (Be sure to compose a general thematic sentence that reflects real world situations – e.g., In the fairy tale “The Three Little Pigs” the important theme of skillful preparation helps readers understand how good planning is always beneficial and can lead to success.)

2. Use chronologically accurate text-based support to show how the character learns this lesson. (Be sure to include the event(s) and/or the character(s) that help(s) teach(es) him or her this lesson.)

3. Use only the story details that directly connect to your theme.

conflict – is the opposing forces in a literary work

1. What is the conflict? (Be sure to specifically identify the conflict. e.g., A significant conflict in S. E. Hinton’s novel The Outsiders is between the greasers and the Socs.)

2. Use chronologically accurate text-based support to show how the conflict starts.
3. Use chronologically accurate text-based support to show what happens as a result of this conflict.
4. Use chronologically accurate text-based support to show how the conflict is resolved. (The character positively changes his or her view about someone or something, or learns a valuable lesson as a result of having gone through the conflict.)

5. Use only the story details that directly connect to your conflict.

dynamic character – is a character who undergoes a positive important change throughout the story. He or she learns a valuable life lesson, alters their belief in a positive way, or changes his or her perspective about someone or something.

1. Identify the dynamic character. (e.g. Odysseus, the great hero of Homer’s epic poem The Odyssey, is a classic example of a dynamic character.) 

2. Use chronologically correct text-based support to show how the character changes or learns this lesson. (Be sure to list the event(s) and/or the character(s) that cause(s) this change. The character positively changes his or her view about someone or something, or learns a valuable lesson as a result of having gone through the conflict.) 

3. Use only the story details that directly connect to your dynamic character.

