TBS from “The Scarlet Ibis”

Essay structure

Introduction:


title, author, genre

general summary of story, including main character(s) you will discuss in your essay

claim (your general claim should connect to your claim)

Body Paragraphs: 

There should be three body paragraphs reflecting beginning of story, middle of story, and end of story. Each paragraph shows both the positive and negative evidence, including citations (On page ___, paragraph ___, lines ___-___...)

Conclusion:

Restate the claim

Summarize the body paragraphs and how the evidence supports the claim

Beginning of the story
· narrator excited about having a playmate to race to Horsehead Landing with, box with, and go to Old Woman Swamp with
· narrator disappointed and frustrated because his little brother is born an invalid, which means Doodle is incapable of doing things that other typical, healthy children can do

· anger makes the narrator say that he wants to smother him with a pillow but changes his mind when Doodle smiles at him
· narrator renames his little brother Doodle as a sign of affection
· narrator’s anger and hatred returns and causes the narrator to careen Doodle in the go-cart to discourage him from going with him
· narrator shows his care and concern for Doodle again, however, when they go together to Old Woman Swamp and make flower necklaces and bedeck themselves with them

· narrator’s frustration then causes him to force Doodle to touch his own coffin and threaten to leave his poor invalid brother stranded in the barn loft if Doodle does not comply

Middle of the story
· embarrassment wins out when the narrator decides he cannot stand having a five-year-old brother who is unable to walk, so he decides to teach Doodle to walk

· narrator confesses that it is his pride behind his plan to help Doodle walk (quotation: “I did not know then that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines, life and death.”)
· narrator is happy when Doodle finally walks, and they plan to show parents
· narrator confesses the hold his pride has on him: “They did not know that I did it for myself, that pride, whose slave I was, spoke to me louder than all their voices, and that Doodle walked only because I was ashamed of having a crippled brother.”
· narrator shows love towards Doodle when he remembers what a great storyteller Doodle was, and how they loved to plan their future in Old Woman Swamp 
End of the story
· narrator’s pride makes him believe himself infallible, and he develops plan to teach Doodle to teach him to run, to swim, to climb trees, and to fight
· narrator’s anger flares when they head to Horsehead Landing after Doodle buries scarlet ibis, and he pushes Doodle past his limits, forcing him to row against the tide
· spite makes the narrator run away from his little brother during the storm when he realizes that Doodle has not met their expectations

· humility and love triumph (finally win) with Doodle’s death; sadly, the narrator’s lesson comes at a tremendous cost
