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“The Scarlet Ibis”
James Hurst
Directions: After carefully reading pp. 154-157, answer the following questions in 

complete sentences.

1. What can the reader infer about the narrator’s brother Doodle?
2. What, in the story, makes it possible for us to make these assertions?
3. What makes Doodle’s given name, William Armstrong, seem strange?
4. The narrator’s initial reaction to the birth of his younger brother is one of happiness. Why?
5. What realization changes the narrator’s joy to anger? 
6. What can be said about the type of person Doodle is in the face of his health-related difficulties?
7. On page 156, what does the narrator mean when he says that Doodle “was not all there”?
8. How does the narrator feel about having to take Doodle with him everywhere? And how does he respond to his feeling?
9. What is Doodle’s reaction to Old Woman Swamp? What is it about Doodle that makes him react this way?
10. On page 157 the narrator is quoted as saying, “There is within me (and with sadness I have watched it in others) a knot of cruelty borne by the stream of love, much as our blood sometimes bears the seed of our destruction, and at times I was mean to Doodle.” 
What does the narrator mean by this quotation?
11. What cruel act does the narrator force Doodle to do? What would cause the narrator to do this shortly after he and Doodle were having such a lovely time by the swamp making flower necklaces?  

