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Born in 1950, The Outsiders’ author was raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma and was an avid reader as a child.  When Hinton reached adolescence, however, it was difficult for the enthusiastic young adult booklover to find worthwhile reading material.  Adult literature was still a bit too complicated, while literature for teens was only made up of simplistic tales.  From the early age of ten, the author experimented with writing, using cowboys and horses, and always preferred plots with rough riding and gunfights.  Hinton reached adolescence and decided to create a different fictional universe from the Young Adult novels previously available.  The Outsiders, begun when the author was only fifteen-years-old, is the result of Hinton’s creativity and imagination and became an instant sensation for young readers.  The author’s first and most popular novel, The Outsiders, was created from the author’s own experiences and deals with the two divided groups in Hinton’s high school:  the Greasers and the Socs.  As a high school student, the author also witnessed the beating of a friend by two other high school students.     

The novel, told from the point of view of its fourteen-year-old narrator and protagonist, tells the story of class conflict between the Greasers, a group of low-class youths, and the Socs (abbreviation for the Socials), a group of privileged kids who live on the wealthy West Side of town.  The novel broke ground in the genre of Young Adult fiction, going beyond traditional boundaries in its portrayal of violence, class conflict, and prejudice. 
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