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Ms. Carota/English 9


The Outsiders
Group Research Project

The Outsiders tells the story of the conflict between two rival gangs; the story is set during the early-mid 1960s.  The purpose of this research project is to provide you with background knowledge about the time period in which The Outsiders is set. 

Your Task:
With your group, you will research your given topic in the library.  After you have gathered your research, your group will create a brief PowerPoint presentation on your topic, which will be given in class.

Requirements:
· Presentations must be done using PowerPoint and must be emailed to Ms. Carota on the given due date.  Failure to email your finished presentation will result in point deduction.

· Presentations must be at least three - five (3-5) minutes in length.
· Presentations must provide an overview of the topic as well as supporting facts.

· Each person in the group must participate in the presentation.

· Presentations must include all notes, source logs (color-coded citation sheets), and a Works Cited page 

*You must not only use text but also charts, graphs, visual images, etc. for your presentation to make your project interesting and visually appealing.  

Topics include:

The Drive-In

Oklahoma

The Beatles and Elvis Presley

Paul Newman and James Dean

1960s cars (1960-1965)

Gangs

Rodeos

Due Date:
Presentation will be given on ___________________________________

The Outsiders
Group Research Project

Topic Descriptions

· The Drive-In

The drive-in theater has vanished from the landscape of Long Island.  See if you can locate any remaining drive-in theaters in the country.  Do you know where any were on Long Island?  Describe that bygone portion of our culture.  Why do you think people went to the drive-in movies?  How do you think drive-ins are different from regular movie theaters of today?  See if you can find any photos of drive-ins and incorporate them into your presentation.  

· Oklahoma

Oklahoma is the state in which the novel, The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton is set.  Gather five interesting facts about the state.  Discuss how a story set in this state might differ from a story told in other parts of the United States.  Make sure to find photos of Oklahoma and incorporate them into your presentation.

· The Beatles and Elvis Presley

The two rival gangs, the Socs and the “greasers” in The Outsiders identify themselves with the music of the Beatles and Elvis Presley.  What songs were popular by the Beatles and Elvis in the early sixties?  What did they look like and how did they dress at that time?  What qualities gave these musical legends mass appeal to the youth of that time?  Make sure to discuss these qualities in your presentation.  Compile a list of at least five songs that they sang that might help illustrate these qualities.  Make sure to find photos of the Beatles (early 1960s) and Elvis Presley (late 1950s – early 1960s) and incorporate them into your presentation.

· Paul Newman and James Dean (legendary movie stars)

The main character of The Outsiders, Ponyboy, sees a movie at the beginning of the novel with Paul Newman as its star.  James Dean, although not mentioned in the novel, is another popular movie star at that time.  Find three movies for each star that they appeared in before 1969.  What types of parts did they traditionally play?  How might these roles appeal to young people?  Make sure to find photos of these legendary stars and incorporate them into your presentation.

· 1960s cars

The Socs love fast, hot cars!  They especially love their red Corvair and their blue Ford Mustang.  Find facts on muscle cars from the early 1960s.  Compile a list of facts and photos of cars from that era.  Discuss why these types of cars might be popular with young people.  Make sure to find photos and incorporate them into your presentation

Topic Descriptions / Page 3

· Gangs

Gangs are a major focal point of The Outsiders.  What information can you gather about gangs?  What are some well-known gangs and what are they known for doing?  How might the gang mentality and life style appeal to young people?  Make sure to find photos and incorporate them into your presentation.

· Rodeos

The rodeo is a big part of life for many people in Oklahoma.  What can you find out about rodeos?  List some facts and interesting information about rodeos.  Discuss why rodeos might be popular with young people.  Make sure to find photos and incorporate them into your presentation.
