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Name: Date: Period:

“pse Reading Organizer - Chapter 20

directions: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
n those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose
apply to each summary section.
ThemesKey

: Betrayal

Redemption

Memory and the Past

I

@9 Politics and Society

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

the drive to Kabul Amir is horrified by
wne results of two wars — old burned-out
Soviet tanks, overturned Russian jeeps,
destroyed villages. When they reach Kabut,
Amir does not even recognize it as his old
home. Rubble and orphaned beggars are
everywhere, and the trees have all beencut
down. The Soviets cut them down because
they could hide snipers, and then the
Afghans cut them down for firewood. There
are no more kites, and the streets smell like
diesel instead of lamb kabob.

A Taliban patrol approaches in a red pickup
truck, with a few bearded men in the back
with AK-47s. Amir can’t help staring atthem
in terror. Once they pass, Farid angrily 1
warns Amir not to stare at them again, as
the Taliban will use even the slightest
provocation as an excuse forviolence.
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old beggar agrees with Farid’s warning,
_.J Amir starts to speak to him. Thebeggar
talks about how the Taliban were first
welcomed as heroes, and he quotesthe
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poet Hafez. Amir recognizes the line, and
the beggar explains that he used to teach
literature at the university. He knew Amir’s
mother (who was also a teacher), Sofia
Akrami, and Amir begs him for detailsabout
her, as Baba rarely spoke of her. The beggar
cannot remember much, however, and soon
Farid and Amir have to go. Amir muses on
how the coincidence of meeting such a man
should seem unlikely, but Afghans all know
at least someone incommon.

Amir and Farid find the new orphanage
(which replaced Baba's, which was
destroyed} where Sohrab is supposed to be.
The director, Zaman, is very wary of their
questions and at first pretends he has never
seen Sohrab. Only after Amir explains that
he is Sohrab’s half-uncle and reveals some
defining details about Sohrab does Zaman
let themin.

Zaman says that many of the children there
are not true orphans, but this place is better
than what their widowed mothers could
provide for them, as the Taliban forbid
women to work. The building was once a
warehouse for a carpet manufacturer, and
there are not enough beds or blankets for
the hundreds of children. A girl had frozen
to death there last winter.

Zaman takes Amir and Farid to his office
and says he has bad news - Sohrab is no
longer there, and it may be too late for him.
He is hesitant to say more because the
information he has is secret and dangerous,
but Amir presses him. Zaman explains that
there is a Taliban official who comes to the
orphanage occasionally and pays to take a
child away with him. Farid accuses Zaman of
selling the children, and he attacks Zaman.
He almost strangles Zaman to death untii
Amir points out that the children are
watching.
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—aman gets up, choking, and says that the
official took Sohrab a month ago. Zaman
explains that he has no power against the
Taliban, and the money helps him feed the
children - he has already spent alt his life
savings on the orphanage. Amir asks howto
find the official, and Zaman says he will be
at the soccer game at Ghazi Stadium the
next day, wearing black sunglasses. Amir
and Farid leave as the children gather
around Zaman.




ame: Date: Period:

lose Reading Organizer - Chapter 21

rections: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose
ply to each summary section.

‘hemes Key

%) Betrayal

Redemption

3 Fathers and Children

Violence and Rape
Memory and the Past
E Politics and Society

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

‘arid and Amir drive through Kabul on the
vay to Amir’s old neighborhood. They pass
1 dead body hanging from a beam, and two
reggars haggling over an artificial leg. They
each the Wazir Akbar Khan districtandthe (1|2 |34 |56
iouses there are in better shape. Farid says
he Taliban live there now, as well as the
people behind the Taliban,” who are
nostly foreigners.

\mir sees Baba’s old house, and then the
iarrative slips into Amir's memory of him
nd Hassan finding a little turtle, painting its
hell red, and pretending it is a monster
hey have tamed. The story returns to the
iresent, as Amir stands outside the gates 11213|4]51|6
nd looks in. There is an unfamiliar car in

he driveway, and the house looks smaller
han Amir remembered it. Amir finds his old
edroom window and remembers watching
Ji and Hassan drive away.

arid warns Amir that they shouldn’tiinger, [x_ _
nd he says that it is best to just forgetthe |12 |3 (4|56
ast, as nothing has survived. But Amirsays
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+is tired of trying to forget. He climbs the
hill to the old pomegranate tree, and finds
his old carving in the trunk: “Amir and
Hassan. The Sultans of Kabul.” Amir sits
down and looks down over the city,
remembering it as it once was. Then Farid
honks and they have toleave.

They stay in a run-down, overpriced hotel
that night, and Farid asks Amir about
America. Amir talks about the
overabundance of food and television, and
then he and Farid tell old Afghan jokes. The
next day they go to Ghazi Stadium for the
soccer game. The field is just cratered dirt,
the players have to wear long pants, andno
one in the crowd dares cheer too loudly.

At halftime, two red pickup trucks full of
Taliban drive into the stadium, and they
unload a blindfolded man and woman, one

m each truck. They bury them both upto
«.:eir chest, the woman screaming wildly.
Amir wants to leave, but he feels he must
watch. An old cleric recites a prayer, and
Amir suddenly remembers Baba mocking
his old religious teacher, and saying “God
help us all if Afghanistan ever falls into their
hands.”

The cleric makes a speech, explaining that
they are there to carry out God's law and
sunish sinners. He says that adulterers
throw stones at God’s house, and so they
must throw stones back. Then another
Taliban official steps out of the truck, and
Amir and Farid recognize him as the man
‘hey are looking for — he is wearing “John
_ennon” sunglasses and draws cheers from
“he crowd.

The official throws starts throwing stones at
* ~ male prisoner until his head is a

agled pulp, and then he moves on tothe
wvoman. The Taliban then throw the bodies
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nto the back of a truck, and the soccer
jame resumes. Farid arranges a meeting
vith the official for three o’clock that same
ifternoon — all he has to do is tell one ofthe
ralibs that they have business todiscuss.




Name: Date: Period:

Key Quotes Analysis - Chapter 21

Directions: Read each quote below and identify its speaker and the character(s) who relate to it. Then, circle the
theme(s) listed in the Themes Key that apply to each quote. Some quotes may lack a direct speaker (such as if the
quote is an unnamed narrator) or have no related characters. In those cases it is fine to leave the “Speaker” or
“Related character(s)” fields blank.

Themes Key

Redemption
1%3{ Fathers and Children
n Violence and Rape

Memory and the Past

M Politics and Society

“How much more do you need to see? Let me save you the trouble: Speakers:
Nothing that you remember has survived. Best to forget.”

1 don’t want to forget anymore,” | said.
Related character{s):

Related
Themes:




ame: Date: Period:

lose Reading Organizer - Chapter 22 =

irections: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose
ply to each summary section.

‘hemesKey
P

Betrayal

" Redemption

Fathers and Children

Memory and the Past
a Politics and Society

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

\mir and Farid return to the Wazir Akbar
than neighborhood and arrive at the big
1ouse where Amir is to meet the Taliban
sfficial. Farid waits in the car, and Amir
hanks him for all his help. Amir goes upto
he door, wishing Baba was there to help
iim, but he is all alone. Two armed guards 11213(4])5]6
.ome out, frisk Amir, and lead him to an
ipstairs room to wait. Amir grows more
errified as time passes, and he thinks
naybe it was a mistake to try and redeem
iimself - maybe he is just a coward at
teart, and should accept this.

‘inally the Taliban official enters, still
vearing his sunglasses, with the two
ruards. He sits down and Amtir notices that
1is shirt is still stained with blood from the
xecution at the soccer game. He and Amir
rreet each other, and then he motions for 11234516
ne of the guards to rip off Amir’s fake
eard, He asks Amir if he enjoyed the show
t halftime, and Amir is suddenly gripped |
vith terror. The man says the best “show” [

vas when he went door-to-door in Mazar-i-
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Theme Tracker

Your Analysis

Aarif, shooting Hazara families. He says itis
the best feeling in the world to kill and
know that you are doing God'swork.

The official asks Amir about America, but
Amir only says that he is looking for Sohrab.
The official says that many think that
abandoning Afghanistan for America is as
good as treason, and he could have Amir
shot. Amir tries to think about Soraya to
calm his fear. The official sends a guard
away, and he returns with Sehrab, who is
dressed in blue silk, with bells on his ankles
and mascara lining his eyes. To Amir, he
looks exactly like Hassan did at thatage.

The guards turn on music and make Sohrab
dance, and then the official takes Sohrab in
his arms and orders the guards to leave the
room. The official rubs Sohrab’s stomach
and asks Amir whatever happened to
“~balu — the name Assef used to call Ali.

+ir realizes with horror that the official is
actually Assef, and that everything bad
about his past hasreturned.

Amir says he will pay Assef for the boy, but
Assef replies that he does not needmoney
— his parents live in a beach house in
Australia. He tells Amir why he joined the
Taliban. He was in prison once, and got a
painful kidney stone. One night a guard
starting kicking Assef, and the blows caused
the kidney stone to pass. Assef started
laughing with relief, though the man kept
kicking him, and at that moment he knew
God was on his side.

Assef continues that he is now on amission
to “take out the garbage” in Afghanistan -
which is what he was doing by massacring
Hazaras. Amir says that this is calied ethnic
¢leansing, and Assef seems to enjoy the

1. Amir again asks for Sohrab, but he
won't tell Assef what he plans to dowith




Summary

Theme Tracker

Your Analysis

1im. Finally Assef shoves Sohrab towards
\mir, but says he cannot have him for free.
\ssef says he and Amir have unfinished
wusiness, and Amir remembers the day
{assan pointed the slingshot at Assef'seye
ind Assef promised revenge.

\ssef calls the guards and tells them not to
:ome in, no matter they might hear, and
hat if Amir leaves the room alive they are
o let him pass. He wants Sohrab to stay
ind watch, however. Then Assef puts on his
iId brass knuckles. After that the narrative
iecomes disjointed, as Amir remembers
ttle that follows - first the scene jumps
orward to a doctor leaning over Amir’s
lOdV.

smir then describes the fight in flashes of
wallowing teeth and blood, Assef throwing
im against a wall and striking him, and
ohrab screaming. Then Amir starts
wughing, as he suddenly feels at peace for
he first time since his betrayal of Hassan
ack in 1975. He is finally getting the
unishment he deserves, and he feels
ealed, not broken. Assef is enraged by
mir’s laughter, but just before he beats
mir to death Sohrab stops him, his
lingshot loaded with a part of the table and
ointed at Assef'seye.

ohrab cries and asks Assef to stop hurting
amir, and Assef warns him to put down the
lingshot or terrible things will happen to
im. Then Assef lunges at Sohrab, and
ohrab fires the slingshot into Assef’s left
ye. Assef screams and rolls around on the
oor, his eye bleeding, and Sohrab and Amir
an past the guards and out of the house.
arid is shocked at Amir’s state, but he

elps carry him to the car, and they drive off
tith a sobbing Sohrab.

\0




Name: Date: Period:

Key Quotes Analysis - Chapter 22

Directions: Read each quote below and identify its speaker and the character(s} who relate to it. Then, circle the
theme(s) listed in the Themes Key that apply to each quote. Some quotes may lack a direct speaker (such as if the
quote is an unnamed narrator) or have no related characters. In those cases it is fine to leave the “Speaker” or
“Related character(s)” fields blank.

Themes Key

Redemption

Rl Fathers and Children
n Violence and Rape
Memory and the Past

n Politics and Society

What was the old saying about the bad penny? My past was like
that, always turning up. His name rose from the deep and | didn’t
want to say it, as if uttering it might conjure him. But he was already
here, in the flesh, sitting less than ten feet from me, after all these
years. His name escaped my lips: “Assef.”

Speakers:

Related character(s):

Related
Themes:

Another rib snapped, this time lower. What was so funny was that, Speakers:
for the first time since the winter of 1975, | felt at peace. | laughed
because | saw that, in some hidden nook in the corner of my mind,
I'd even been looking forward to this... My body was broken — just
how badly | wouldn’t find out until later — but | felt healed.

Related character(s):

Related
Themes:

o s Jol




ame: Date; Period:

lose Reading Organizer - Chapter 23 {/--

irections: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose
»ply to each summary section.

‘hemesKey

Memory and the Past
E Politics and Society

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

'he narrative continues with a blur of ( ;
Amir's memories. Time seems out of order, -
ind he sees a nurse named Aisha leaning
wer him, and 2 man with a moustache, and
1 familiar man in a pakol. Amir imagines 112)13([41{5]|6+6
3aba wrestling the black bear, but when
Amir looks into his eyes he sees it isn’t
Jaba, but Amir himself that is wrestling the
ear.

\mir wakes up and learns that heis in a
ospital in Peshawar, and the man with the
noustache is named Dr. Farugi, though
\mir thinks of him as “Armand.” Amir tries
o speak, but discovers his mouth is wired
hut. The doctor tells him he has a ruptured
pleen, seven broken ribs, a fractured eye
ocket, and a split upper lip. He will have to
rat only liquids for a few weeks. Amirthinks
ibout the damage, but the thing that sticks
vith him is the lip injury — it is split down
he middle like Hassan’s cleft lip.

‘arid and Sohrab visit Amir the nextday,
ind Amir thanks them and properly

11
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Theme Tracker

Your Analysis

.troduces himself to Sohrab, who barely
speaks. Amir asks about Rahim Khan, and
Farid says he disappeared the day afterthey
did, but left Amir a note. When Farid leaves,
Amir asks if Sohrab will stay. Sohrab sits
with Amir, but he does not speak and only
looks at his hands.

That night Amir reads Rahim Khan'snote.
Rahim Khan says that he knew what
happened with Amir and Hassan, and
though what Amir did was wrong, he was
too hard on himself afterward. He hopes
Amir will find some peace on his trip to
Afghanistan.

Rahim Khan then says that he knows Baba
was hard on Amir, but part of the reason for
this was Baba’s own guilt. He could not love
Hassan openly as a son, and Amir
represented his privileged half, so when

»a was being hard on Amir he was also
being hard on himself. All of Baba’s good
works, including the orphanage and his
many works of charity, were a way of
redeeming himself for his sin. Rahim Khan
says he hopes Amir can forgive both Baba
and himself.

With the letter, Rahim Khan leaves Amir a
key to his safe-deposit box, where there is
money to cover Amir's expenses in
Peshawar. He asks that Amir not come
looking for him, as he has little time left to
live. Amir weeps as he reads the letter, and
thinks about his similarities with Baba —
how they were both “tortured souls,” who
had betrayed their truest friend. Amir
compares himself with Baba’s many good
works, and wonders if he has doneanything
to redeem himself.

next morning Amir looks at himself in
bz mirror, and sees all the damage to his
face. Farid and Sohrab arrive, and Faridsays
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hey should leave Peshawar soon, as the
raliban have friends there. Amir givesFarid
‘he names of the American couple that
tahim Khan told him ran the Peshawar
srphanage, and he leaves to findthem.

C—L

Amir spends the rest of the day playing a
:ard game, panjpar, with Sohrab, who stiil
arely speaks. Amir asks what Hassan had
:aid about him, and Sohrab says that
1assan told him Amir was the best friend
12 ever had. When Amir tries to touch him,
whrab fiinches.

‘or the next two days, Sohrab and Amir
lay panjpar in silence. The next day Amir
lecides that he must leave, and he
lischarges himself from the hospital early.
‘hen Farid arrives and says that there never
vas a Thomas and Betty Caldwell in
‘eshawar. Amir and Farid are worried about
vhat they will do now, but they get Rahim
than’s money from the bank and decide to
ake Sohrab to Islamabad, the capital of
‘akistan. On the drive there Amir sleeps,
ind he dreams of Rahim Khan’s words: “a
vay to be good again.”




Name: Date: Period:

Key Quotes Analysis - Chapter 23

Directions: Read each quote below and identify its speaker and the character(s) who relate to it. Then, circle the
theme(s) listed in the Themes Key that apply to each quote. Some quotes may lack a direct speaker (such as if the
quote is an unnamed narrator) or have no related characters. In those cases it is fine to leave the “Speaker” or
“Related character(s)” fields blank.

Redemption

Qsjﬁ Fathers and Children

n Violence and Rape : Haalco Hossemn

e

Memory and the Past
Politics and Society

| loved him because he was my friend, but also because he was a Speakers:
good man, maybe even a great man. And this is what | want you to

understand, that good, real good, was born out of your father’s

remorse. Sometimes, | think everything he did, feeding the poor on Related character(s):

the streets, building the orphanage, giving money to friends in
need, it was all his way of redeeming himself. And that, | believe, is | Related
what true redemption is, Amir jan, when guilt leads to good. Themes:

Your father, like you, was a tortured soul, Rahim Khan had written. Speakers:
Maybe so. We had both sinned and betrayed. But Baba had found a

way to create good out of his remorse. What had | done, other than

take my guilt out on the very same people | had betrayed, and then Related character(s):

try to forget it all?
Related
Themes:

U
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Period:

lose Reading Organizer - Chapter 24

irections: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose

ply to each summary section.

‘hemesKey

o .
E&| Fathers and Children
Violence and Rape

Memory and the Past

H Politics and Society

Summary

Theme Tracker

Your Analysis

\mir, Farid, and Sohrab arrive inislamabad,
ind Amir is impressed with its size and
leanliness — to him it looks like the city
‘Kabul could have become someday.” They
»ass the Shah Faisal mosque, one of the
argest mosques in the world, and Sohrab
ippears interested in it. They arrive at a
iice hotel and Sohrab starts watching TV in
ilence. Farid says goodbye, and Amir gives
iim more than two thousand dollars and
hanks him for all his help.

\mir takes a pain pill and falls asleep, and
vhen he wakes up Sohrab is gone. The

iotel manager is unhelpful, and impliesthat
wnir is a bad father. Amir starts to get
lesperate, but then he remembers Sohrab’s
ascination with the huge mosque. He finds
ohrab in the parking lot, looking at the
nosque. Sohrab talks a little bit about his
iarents, and then Amir talks aboutBaba.
wmir gives Sohrab the snapshot of Hassan.

.ohrab starts crying softly and asks if he will
o to hell for what he did to Assef. Amir
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1ys that Assef deserved it and more, and
explains that Assef had hurt Hassan very
badly when he was a boy. Sohrab says
sometimes he is glad is parents aren’t
around anymore, because he doesn’t want
them to see him so dirty and sinful. Amir
says he is not dirty or sinful, and Sohrab lets
him hug him for a while. Then Amir asks if
Sohrab wants to go back to America with
him, but Sohrab doesn’t answer.

For a week afterward, neither Amir nor
Sohrab mentions America, but one daythey
are playing cards and Sohrab asks aboutSan
Francisco. Then Amir tells him the truth
about Hassan — that they were half-
brothers, but neither of them knew. Sohrab
guesses it is because Hassan was a Hazara,
and he wonders if Baba was ashamed of
him, but Amir says Baba was only ashamed

o_f himself.

—ater that day Sohrab asks about San
Francisco again, and Amir describes thefog.
Sohrab worries that Amir or his wife will get
tired of him if he goes to America, but Amir
promises that they won't. Sohrab then
makes Amir promise not to send him back
to an orphanage, and then Sohrab agreesto
go to America. Amir calls Soraya, who has
been sick with worry, and explains
everything to her, including the story of his
betrayal of Hassan. At the end of the story,
Soraya says Amir must bring Sohrab back
with him, and she is excited to meethim.

The next day Amir goes with Sohrab to the
American embassy. They meet with a man
named Raymond Andrews, who listens to
Amir’s story and then bluntly tells him that
it will be almost impossible to adopt
Sohrab. Without death certificates for his

r -ants, they cannot prove that Sohrabis an
.__aan, and usually the cooperation of the
country in origin is necessary, and there s
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10 American embassy in Kabul. When Amir
nsists, Andrews suggests that he could talk
‘0 an immigration lawyer named Omar
caisal, but otherwise he should give up the
andeavor.

Amir asks if Andrews has any children,and
Andrews says no. Amir then leaves angrily
~ith Sohrab, and on the way out he
:omments about Andrews’ rudeness to his
iecretary. She explains that Andrews’
laughter recently committed suicide.

rhey return to the hotel and Sohrab takes a
ong bath. Amir wonders when he willbegin
‘0 feel cleaned of the sexual abuse. Amir
:alls Soraya, and she says she has a family
nember who can contact his colleagues at
he immigration office. The next day Amir
ind Sohrab meet with Faisal, the lawyer. He
:ays the adoption will be difficult, but not
mpossible. He says the best option is to put
ohrab in an orphanage, fill out the forms,
ind then wait for up to two years for the
iovernment’sapproval,

"hat night, Amir tells Sohrab that he thinks
1e will be able to come to America, butfirst
1e might have to go back to an orphanage
or a while. When he hears that, Sohrab
creams and cries that they will hurt him
here, and eventuaily he cries himself to
leep in Amir’s arms. Then Amir himself
akes a nap:

Mhen Amir wakes up, Sohrab is in the bath,
ind Soraya calls. She says that her family
:ontact can get Sohrab a visa, and that it
vill be easier to adopt him once he is in
\merica. Amir is overjoyed and goes into
he bathroom to tell Sohrab, but he finds
iim passed out and bleeding in the bathtub,
nd Amir falls to his knees, screaming.

()
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=lgse Reading Organizer - Chapter 25

directions: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the Themes Key apply to it, then color
n those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose
pply to each summary section.

ThemesKey

# Betrayal

Zj:ﬂ Redemption

E}gﬁ Fathers and Children
n Violence and Rape

Memory and the Past

ﬁﬂ Politics and Society

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

}hrab is taken to the emergency room,
_..d Amir is not allowed to go in with him.
Amir takes a sheet from a supply closet,
asks a nurse which way is west, and uses
the sheet as a prayer rug. He prays for the 112
first time in more than fifteen years, and he
recites the only words he can remember:
“There is no God but Allah and Muhammad
is His messenger.”

w
i<
w
(=)}

Amir realizes then that he does believe in a
God, and he asks God to forgive him for his
neglect and betrayal, and he promises to
pray every day if only God will save Sohrab’s
life.
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(=2

After a while Amir falls asleep on the floor,
and he dreams of Sohrab in the bloody
bathtub and the razor he used to cut
himself, the same razor Amir had shaved
with that day. A doctor wakes Amir up and
talls him that Sohrab is alive, but he haslost

t of blood. Amir is overcome with joy,
and he cries into the doctor’'shands.

14
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Several days pass with Amir sleeping on a
hospital couch and Sohrab sleeping with a
ventilator. Eventually Amir returns to his
hotel to get some rest, but he can’t help
lingering in the bathroom and imagining
Sohrab’s suicide attempt. The next day Amir
returns and finds Sohrab in a new room. He
is awake, but under constant suicide watch.
Amir asks him how he feels, but Sohrabsays
nothing, and his eyes look lifeless.

W

Amir reads from the story of “Rostam and
Sohrab,” but Sohrab shakes his head when
Amir asks if he should continue. Finally
Sohrab speaks, and he says that he is tired
of everything, and he wants his old life
back, with his parents and Rahim Khan. He
says he wishes Amir had left him in the
bathtub. Amir touches his shoulder and he
flinches. Amir says that he had been coming
to tell Sohrab that he found a way to take
him to America. Amir asks if he still wants to
go, but Sohrab stops speaking altogether,
and the light of hope seems to have left his
eyes.

V]

Eventually Amir takes Sohrab’s silence as an
acceptance, and a week later they arrive in
America. Amir remembers a small incident
years before (in America), where he
“ruined” the end of a movie for another
customer at the video store. He says that in
Afghanistan, people only want to know how
the movie ends - if the protagonist finds
happiness or failure, gets married ordies.
Amir says that if he was describing hisown
story, he would not know how to explain
the end. Life is not a movie - it is complex
and does not care for dramatic arcs.

Amir returns to the narrative, as he and

Sohrab arrive in San Francisco in August of
2001. Soraya picks them up at the airport,
and she talks to Sohrab and shows him the

A0
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wsedroom she has decorated for him, but he
does not respond or showinterest.

That night Amir finds the photo of Hassan
under Sohrab’s pillow. Looking at Hassan’s
face, Amir realizes how Baba was torn
between his two sons, and how maybe he
had thought of Hassan as his true son, ashe
was the half that contained all of Baba’s
goodness. Amir realizes then that he has
forgiven Baba, though it did not happen as
dramatically as heexpected.

The next night General Taheri and Jamila
come over for dinner. While Soraya and her
mother set the table, Amir tells the General
about Kabut and the Taliban. General Taheri
skirts the subject of Sohrab at first, but then
asks Amir why there is a Hazara boy living
with him now. Amir explains simply — Baba
~tapt with his servant’s wife and had a son

Mned Hassan, who is dead now. Sohrab is
Hassan’s son, Amir’'s nephew, and Amir
warns General Taheri to never call Schrab a
“Hazara boy” in his presence again.

Amir describes the nature of Sohrab’s
silence — it is not just quietness, but as ifhe
had shut himself down or curled up deep
inside himself. He seems to occupy no
space, and leaves no trace when he enters
or leaves a room. The silence is hard on
Soraya, as she had dreamed of doing so
many “parent-child” things with him, and
both her and Amir’s dreams of a happy
family seem to wilt in Sohrab’s presence.

While the family lives quietly, great
movements shake America and Afghanistan.
Amir describes the 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Center and the American
bombing of Afghanistan that followed. The
\jes of Afghan cities are suddenly
common words on American television, and
the Taliban flee into the mountains, driven
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Key Quotes Analysis - Chapter 25

Directions: Read each quote below and identify its speaker and the character(s) who relate to it. Then, circle the
theme(s) listed in the Themes Key that apply to each guote. Some quotes may lack a direct speaker {such as if the
quote is an unnamed narrator) or have no related characters. In those cases it is fine to leave the “Speaker” or
“Related character(s)” fields blank.

iPE Redemption

Fathers and Children
Violence and Rape
Merory and the Past
ﬂ Politics and Society

“Sohrab, | can’t give you your old life back, | wish to God | could. But

Speakers:

I can take you with me. That was what | was coming in the

bathroom to tell you. You have a visa to go to America, to live with

me and my wife. It's true. | promise.” Related character(s):
Related
Themes:

If someane were to ask me today whether the story of Hassan, Speakers:

Sohrab, and me ends with happiness, | wouldn’t know what to say.
Does anybody’s?

Related character(s):

Related
Themes:

| looked at Hassan, showing those two missing teeth, sunlight
slanting on his face. Baba’s other half. The unentitled, unprivileged
half. The half who had inherited what had been pure and noble in
Baba. The half that, maybe, in the most secret recesses of his heart, | Refated character(s):
Baba had thought of as his true son... Then | realized something;
That last thought had brought no sting with it... | wondered if that

Speakers:

oM
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Period:

was how forgiveness budded, not with the fanfare of epiphany, but

His Adam’s apple rose and fell as he swallowed... | thought | saw
him nod.

“For you, a thousand times over,” | heard myself say.

Then | turned and ran.

It was only a smile, nothing more... A tiny thing... But I'll take it.
With open arms. Because when spring comes, it melts the snow
one flake at a time, and maybe | just witnessed the first flake
melting.

Related
with pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping away Themes:
unannounced in the middie of the night.

“Do you want me to run that kite for you?” Speakers:

Related character(s}:

Related
Themes:
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