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Name______________________________
Period______     Ms. Carota/Eng. 9 
Homer’s Odyssey – Pre-Reading Exercise
Directions: Read the below excerpt from the Adventures in Reading textbook

and identify at least two values explored in the non-fiction passage. 

Homer tells about the last days of the Trojan War in his second epic. The man responsible for the fall of Troy is Odysseus, the shrewdest* of the Greeks. He conceives a plan to leave a huge wooden horse filled with Greek warriors outside the gates of Troy. Believing that the Greek ships have sailed for home and that this wooden horse is an offering to the gods, the Trojans bring the horse within their gates. When the Trojans are off guard, the Greeks slip out of the horse and open the city gates to their own army. 

Because Odysseus is instrumental in the destruction of Troy, he angers the gods who are sympathetic to Troy. They vow that he will have a long and difficult journey home. It is only with the help of those gods that support Odysseus that he is finally able to succeed. His homeward journey – which takes ten years – is the subject of the Odyssey.
_______________________________________________________________________________

*shrewdest: showing an ability to understand things and make good judgments
Value identified: ____________________________  paragraph __________, lines __________
Explanation: __________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Value identified: ____________________________  paragraph __________, lines __________
Explanation: __________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

