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Poetic Devices

Poetic devices are common structures used in poetry. Poets use words more consciously than any other writer, so these devices are employed by the poet to express artistic meaning through the use of language (e.g. metaphor, hyperbole). Closely reading a poem requires the reader to be aware of the poet’s direct and indirect meaning. Below is a partial list are some of the more common devices.
connotation: The emotional, psychological or social overtones of a word; its implications and associations apart from its literal (exact) meaning. 

denotation: The dictionary definition of a word; its literal (exact) meaning apart from any associations or connotations.

Use this mnemonic device to help you remember some basic poetic devices.

R repetition: the repetition of words or phrases for effect (e.g., I Rise/I Rise/ I Rise)
I imagery: language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, and/or taste)
D diction: the author’s choice of words
S simile: compares two unlike things using the words like or as in its comparison (e.g., The soul in the body is like a bird in a cage. ; Dorothy is like a golden flower.)

H hyperbole: deliberately exaggerates conditions for emphasis or effect (e.g., I am so hungry I could eat a horse!)
A alliteration: repetition of consonant sounds in a group of words (e.g., safe and sound; depth of the dreary decline) 

M metaphor: compares two unlike things. Metaphors assert that one thing is another thing. 

(e.g., Life is a bowl of cherries.) Metaphors express the unfamiliar in terms of the familiar. (e.g., “falling in love”, “racking our brains”, or “climbing the ladder of success”)

P personification: giving human characteristics to nonhuman things (e.g., The wind whispered

       in the trees.)
O oxymoron: two seemingly contradictory terms are brought together (e.g., jumbo shrimp; cruel kindness)

O onomatopoeia: word imitates or “sounds” like its meaning (e.g., Bang! Boom! Crash! Pow!) 

Here are some other common poetic devices
free verse: Poetry that does not conform to a regular meter or rhyme scheme. Poets who write in free verse try to reproduce the natural rhythms of spoken language.
assonance: repeated vowel sounds in words placed near each other, usually on the same or adjacent lines (e.g., He’s a bruisin’ loser.)

consonance: repeated consonant sounds at the ending of words placed near each other, usually on the same or adjacent lines (e.g., cool soul; boats into the past)

pun: word play in which words with totally different meanings have similar or identical sounds
Example: Like a firefly in the rain, I’m de-lighted.

symbol: ordinary object, event, animal, or person to which we have attached extraordinary meaning and significance – a flag to represent a country, a lion to represent courage, a wall to symbolize separation.  
(e.g., A small cross by the dangerous curve on the road reminded all of Johnny’s death.)

tone: The means by which a poet reveals attitudes and feelings about the poem’s subject. Certain tones may include irony, satire, or express a loving, condescending, bitter, pitying, fanciful, or solemn attitude about the topic.

Poetic Structure

line: Poetry is arranged into a series of units that do not typically correspond to sentences, but rather to a series of metrical “feet”. Generally, but not always, the line is printed as one single line on the page. If it occupies more than one line, its remainder is usually indented to indicate that it is a continuation. There is a natural tendency when reading poetry to pause at the end of a line, but the careful reader will follow the punctuation to find where natural pauses should occur.

meter: A regular pattern of accented ( ´ ) and unaccented ( ˆ ) syllables. Each unit of meter is known as a “foot”.

Example: 
“cánnôn / tô ríght / ôf thém



cánnôn / tô léft / ôf thém”

verse: One single line of a poem arranged in a metrical pattern.

stanza: A grouping of two or more lines into a unit (a “paragraph” within the poem). Blank lines separate the stanzas within a poem.
rhyme scheme: A pattern of end rhyme that is charted by assigning a letter of the alphabet, beginning with the letter “a”, to each line. Lines that rhyme are given the same letter.
rhyme: A repetition of sounds at the end of words; the most common form of rhyme is end rhyme, in which the rhyming words are at the end of lines. Rhyme that occurs within lines is called internal rhymes.
Examples of rhymes: 
single rhymes: time, slime, mime

double rhymes include the final two syllables. Example: revival, arrival, survival

triple rhymes include the final three syllables. Example: greenery, machinery, scenery

rhythm: A regular pattern of accented syllables separated by unaccented syllables. Rhythm helps to distinguish poetry from prose.

Example: i THOUGHT i SAW a PUSsyCAT. 

