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Parts of Speech Definitions and Review Sheet
Use the following list to review the various parts of speech.  This handout will help you throughout the year, so be sure to keep it in your binder.
Nouns

A noun is a word that names a person, a place, a thing, or an idea.

person:
aunt, astronaut, John, daughter-in-law, child

place:

universe, village, bedroom, North Carolina

thing:

shark, eagle, oak, foot

idea:

pride, honor, love, dignity, hope, 1992

Pronouns

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun, a group of words acting as a noun, or another pronoun. 

Here is a list of some common pronouns:

	Common Pronouns

	
	Singular
	Plural

	First Person
	I, me, my, mine, myself
	we, us, our, ours, ourselves

	Second Person
	you, your, yours, yourself
	you, your, yours, yourselves

	Third Person
	he, him, his, himself

she, her, her, hers, herself

it, its, itself
	they, them, their, theirs, themselves




Verbs

A verb is a word that expresses action or a state of being and is a necessary part of a sentence.  

Students concentrate.





The test is tomorrow.

The teacher reviewed the story.



The class became noisy. 

The primary characteristic of a verb is its ability to express time – present, past, and future.  Verbs express time by means of tense forms.

present tense – They walk home together.

past tense – They walked home together yesterday.

future tense – They will walk home together 

Action Verbs

· An action verb tells what someone or something does.

Some action verbs express physical action; others express mental action.

physical action – The catcher often signals to the pitcher.

mental action – A good catcher understands the batters technique.
· A transitive verb is an action verb that is followed by a word or words that answer the question what? or whom?
Cats see their prey in the dark. [The action verb see is followed by the noun prey, which answers the question see what?]

· An intransitive verb is an action verb that is not followed by a word or words that answers the question what? or whom?
Linking Verbs (state of being verbs)
· A linking verb links, or joins, the subject of a sentence (often a noun or pronoun) with a word or expression that identifies or describes the subject.

· The verb be in all its forms – am, is, are, was, were – is the mot commonly used linking verb.

	Common Linking Verbs

	                          look                    remain                    seem                    become

                          stay                     grow                      appear                  sound

                          taste                    smell                      feel


Auxiliary Verbs

· The verb in a sentence may consist of more than one word.  The words that accompany the main verb are called auxiliary, or helping verbs.   

	Auxiliary Verbs

	Forms of Be

Forms of Have

Other Auxiliaries
	am, is, are, was, were, being, been
has, have, had

can, could          may, might       must

do, does, did     shall, should      will, would


Adjectives

An adjective is a word that modifies a noun or pronoun, by limiting its meaning.  An adjective tells what kind, which one, how many, or how much.

Many adjectives have different forms to indicate degree of comparison.

Positive



Comparative



Superlative
light




lighter




lightest

heavy




heavier




heaviest

much




more




most

bad




worse




worst

Adverbs

An adverb is a word that modifies a verb or an adjective, or another adverb by making its meaning more specific.  An adverb answers the questions when? where? how? and to what degree?
She always waited patiently
Prepositions

A preposition is a word that shows relationship of a noun or pronoun to some other word in a sentence.

	Some Common Prepositions 

	aboard, about, above, across
against, along, around
amid, among, after, at
except, for, during, down
behind, below, beneath, beside
between, before, beyond
by, in, from, off, on, over, of
until, unto, upon
under, underneath, since, up
like, near, past, throughout, through
with, within, without, instead
toward, inside, into, to




Conjunctions

A conjunction is a word that joins single words or groups of words.  There are three types of conjunctions:

1. Coordinating conjunctions join words or groups of words that have equal grammatical weight in a sentence.

Remember the acronym FANBOYS.

	Coordinating Conjunctions

	for          and          nor          but          or          yet          so


2. Correlative conjunctions work in pairs to join words and groups of words of equal weight in a sentence.

	Correlative Conjunctions

	both…and                        just as…so                   not only…but also

            either…or                        neither…nor                whether…or     


3. Subordinating conjunctions join two clauses, or ideas, in such a way as to make one grammatically dependent upon the other.

	Some Common Subordinating Conjunctions

	                        after        although        because        before        since    

                                  until        though        when        whenever     


Interjections

An interjection is a word or phrase that expresses emotion or exclamation.  An interjection has no grammatical connection to other words.

Oh I didn’t know that.





Whew, it’s hot.

Ouch!  That hurts!





Sh! Be quiet!
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