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Cosmetic Testing on Animals

      A huge issue within the cosmetic industry is the use of chemical testing on animals. Chemical testing is used to test the various chemicals used to create any cosmetic product. This can range anywhere from body lotions, make-up, soaps, to hair products or even toothpastes. The chemical testing becomes an issue in big industries when animals are used in product testing. The lab animals range anywhere from small rodents, such as mice or rats, to large animals, such as bunnies or guinea pigs. These animal tests are extremely inhumane and cause the animals excruciating pain and, more often than not, death. There are countless tests conducted on animals daily, but some of the most infamous are the skin sensitization tests, the skin irritation/ corrosion tests, the eye irritation/corrosion tests, and the acute dermal toxicity tests. The horrific testing of animals in the cosmetic industry is unjustifiable, and perhaps if more people were made aware of the cruel and unusual punishment animals endure for the sake of the cosmetic industry they would be more prone to switch brand names and support those manufacturers that do not include chemical testing on animals.
      The skin sensitization tests consist of the test substance being applied to the skin's surface or injected into or under the skin of a guinea pig or rubbed into the ear of mice or rats. The skin is then observed to see if it reddens or becomes irritated on either of the test subjects. The purpose of this is to test the chemicals within specific products and how they might affect humans. However, this is cruel and inhumane to animals because it often results in the loss of fur, shortness of breath, and sometimes even death.  A second test conducted on animals is the skin irritation/corrosion test. This test is conducted by applying said test substance to the shaven skin of a rabbit. Its skin is then observed for redness, rash, lesions, scaling, inflammation, and/or any other signs of skin damage.  The purpose of this test is to check the levels of skin irritation (reversible skin damage) or skin corrosions (irreversible skin damage). This is one of the most cruel tests conducted on animals because, not only does it cause excruciating pain to the rabbits being tested, but also results in the death of many rabbit because of the toxicity level of the chemicals being applied; the high concentration of harmful chemicals burn straight through the skin ultimately killing the rabbit. The rabbits are left to suffer for days, maybe even weeks at a time before, often meeting a slow and painful death. Another common test within the cosmetic engineering industry is the eye irritation/corrosion test. This test is conducted by applying said substance to rabbits’ eyes. The test subject is then observed for reddening of eyes, bleeding, ulcers, blindness, or any other signs of damage. This is conducted to test for eye irritation (reversible damage) or eye corrosion (irreversible damage). The test often causes unbearable pain and results in the rabbit's loss of sight. The rabbits are left to suffer in pain for days while the tests are being conducted.  The fourth and most common test is the acute dermal toxicity test. The test is conducted by applying the test substance to a shaved patch on a guinea pig, rat, mouse, or bunny. It is then covered to prevent the test subject from licking the treated area. This test is conducted to determine the amount of time it takes for a given substance to cause a reaction. This substance often causes more than half of the exposed animals to die within 14 days. This is beyond inhumane and cruel because it causes the test subjects to die slowly and painfully without any purpose as far as the product line goes.  Companies that use labs that conduct tests on animals are more abundant than one may believe. Big companies such as Cover Girl, ChapStick, Avon, Colgate, L'Oreal, Mary Kay, Maybelline, Redken, and various other huge corporations still stand for the testing of animals. It is undeniably inhumane and unjust for people to stand for such cruelties of defenseless living creatures.

         In conclusion the testing of animals throughout the cosmetic industry is unjustifiable. Every living creature deserves to live a happy and painless life. Corporations that approve of testing should switch the alternative organic means of production. There are many different alternatives to the companies that test on animals. A list of said companies and corporations consist of Urban Decay, Sugar Pill, Anastasia Beverly Hills, Bath & Body Works, ELF cosmetics, Kryolan, and countless others. When buying cosmetic products be sure to check for cruelty free labels and help save the lives of  as many captive animals as possible! 
