Multi Genre Project

Creative Writing
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The purpose of this research project is to explore a single concept through the creation of various genres.  You will choose one piece from each of the categories listed below to make up your project.  One of the included genres must contain a research component.  Your single concept may be either personal (e.g. individual exploration, family heritage) or thematic (e.g. love, war, technology, music, communism) but must be seen throughout each piece you create. 

I.
Letter to the Reader
This is a four to five paragraph letter that demonstrates understanding of your concept.  For example, if your project is an exploration of you as an individual, your letter should address your life’s journey thus far.  You should not only provide an overview of who you are on the outside: your likes and dislikes, your hobbies, and your goals, but also reflect on who are at your innermost core: your values, your hopes, your fears, your dreams, and your inspiration.  

If your project is thematic in nature, your letter to the reader should reflect the nature of the theme. The letter should not only include the theme’s definition, but also should include your personal understanding and experience of the theme, how it functions in and affects society, and how it may have changed throughout history.

II. 
Multi-Genre Writing Categories


Choose one type of writing from each of the four categories.

1) Reflective 

Personal multi-genre: written from your own perspective, or the perspective of someone in your life

Thematic multi-genre: written from historical or fictional perspectives

· diary entry

· poem

· last will and testament

· letter 

· eulogy

2) Creative Writing 

Personal multi-genre: written about yourself, or someone in your life

Thematic multi-genre: written about an historical or fictional character

· recipe

· obituary

· resume

· police report

· wanted poster
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3) Visual 

Personal multi-genre: visual representation of a significant event, or passion in your life

Thematic multi-genre: visual representation of chosen theme

· bumper sticker

· invitation

· scrapbook page(s)

· travel brochure

· advertisement

4) Informational Research (written about personal history/or approved thematic subject; one-two pages; must include parenthetical documentation; and works cited page, following the MLA format and using a minimum of four sources.)

Suggested Topics:
Personal multi-genre: country of origin; history of sport or hobby; divorce; addiction; family heritage

Thematic multi-genre: history and/or traditions of chosen theme; social and/or political responses; 

III. 
Rationale
Create a one-paragraph explanation for each writing category (four paragraphs total).  Explain the reason for the type of writing assignment you have chosen, as well as the process of creating it.

