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Ms. Carota/English 10

Pre-reading Chart 
for

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
Pre-Reading:

· How can a reader determine an author’s attitude toward a particular topic or person?

· How does Plutarch use language to make clear his opinions about Caesar and Caesar’s enemies?

Directions: Use the chart below to track Plutarch’s comments in connection to Caesar and Caesar’s enemies. How do these quotations express Plutarch’s opinion? 

Continue on a separate piece of paper, or on the back if necessary.

	
	Positive Comments
	Neutral Comments
	Negative Comments
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Caesar
	
	(Include citation) 

Pg. 292: “He [Marcus Brutus] was thought to be, on his father’s side, a descendant of the Brutus who had abolished the monarchy…But his own zeal for destroying the monarchy was blunted by the honors and favors which he had received from Caesar.” 

(Clear explanation): On pg. 292, paragraph 2 of Plutarch’s revealing biography The Life of Caesar, Plutarch uses words and phrases to express opinion and reveal insight into the characters. For example, the biographer states, “He [Marcus Brutus] was thought to be, on his father’s side, a descendant of the Brutus who had abolished the monarchy…But his own zeal for destroying the monarchy was blunted by the honors and favors which he had received from Caesar.” In the above referenced quotation the biographer uses phrases like “abolished the monarchy”, “zeal for destroying the monarchy”, and “honors and favors” to express his opinion of Brutus’ struggle between his loyalty to Rome and his loyalty and love for Caesar. The biographer uses language to give the reader insight into Brutus and how he knew that Caesar’s desire to be king was bad for Rome because it was a democracy.
	(Include citation) 

Pg. 290: “What made Caesar most openly and mortally hated…” 

(Clear explanation): On pg. 290, paragraph 1 of Plutarch’s informative biography The Life of Caesar, the author uses strong language like “mortally hated” and “passion to be made king” to express his opinion of Caesar’s burning desire to be king and many people’s displeasure with Caesar’s ambition to be a monarch in a democracy. He uses adverbs and adjectives, such as “mortally” and “passion” to give the reader insight into the characters true feelings about Rome’s politics at the time.

	Caesar’s Enemies
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Post Reading:

· Do you consider Plutarch’s biography excerpt a positive, negative, or neutral portrait of Caesar? 

· How would you characterize the portrayal of Caesar’s enemies?

