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Ms. Carota/English 9
Homer’s Odyssey – Important Terms and Poetic Devices
Familiarize yourself with the following terms and poetic devices when reading the Odyssey.

epic poem:  a long narrative poem that incorporates myth, legend, folk tale, and history, 
and usually reflects the values of the society from which they originate.  

epic hero:  
a man (or woman) who seems capable of handling any situation



He/she is:

valiant      faithful      dedicated      intelligent




epic simile:
a long comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as”
hubris:
an overbearing pride that often leads to a character’s downfall

legend:
old stories about famous people – the character(s) in many legends actually
lived, but the plots are almost always fictionalized

myth:

an ancient story made up to explain things that people could not understand


Example:  a sun god was responsible for the rising and setting of the sun
epithet:
short expressions that are often repeated and are used to characterize 



a person or thing

              Example: “…wise Odysseus…”   OR   “…prudent Penelope…”

*Every epic contains these four elements: (*may or may not contain every bullet point)
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1.  a hero who

· is the child of a god

· had a remarkable birth or childhood

· possesses unusual strength or powers

· has traits that are valued by his/her society

· conceals or does not know his/her identity

2.  a quest, or journey, that is taken in search of something of 
     value

3.  challenges faced by the hero during the quest, which symbolize challenges each of

     us must face in life

4.  assistance to the hero in the form of

· friends or companions 

· animals

· gods

· magical objects

