A sentence expresses a complete thought. 
It has a subject (noun, pronoun, or phrase) and a predicate (verb: tells about the subject, what the subject is, was, does, or did).

FOUR TYPES OF SENTENCES:
1.  SIMPLE – one independent clause

I ran.

2. COMPOUND SENTENCE – more than one independent clause can be joined by a conjuction (and, or, but etc.) or a semicolon (;)

I ran and I jumped. 
I ran; I jumped.

3. COMPLEX SENTENCE – one ind. clause and at least one subordinate clause

After I laughed merrily, I ran.
(After I ran. THIS is NOT a complete sentence.)

4. COMPOUND–COMPLEX – at least one subordinate clause and more than one 

independent clause 

After I laughed merrily, I ran and I jumped on my way to the store.

