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Literary Terms or Elements
Keep this in the front of your three-ring binder.




These definitions are important to your understanding of
 



this year’s curriculum, and you will need to understand
 



them for the final in June. 
1. Setting: the time and place of the story. Setting is not only important in creating the physical background, but also the mood or the emotional intensity of the story.

2. Plot: the sequence of events of the story

3. Plot structure: every good story follows the structure below:
Exposition: the author presents background information 

(setting/characters/conflict)

Rising Action: all the events that lead to the turning point/climax (tension builds)

Climax: the point of highest action/tension
Falling Action: all the actions that follow the turning point/climax
Resolution: conclusion/outcome of the conflict
4. Conflict: struggle between two opposing forces which is important to the plot
a) Internal Conflict: inner struggle (man vs. himself)
b) External Conflict (man vs. man; man vs. society, man vs. nature)

5. Theme: the message, moral, or lesson of the story. Themes may be clearly stated or implied. 

(ex: war is useless,  a loss of innocence, the American dream, love conquers all, pride is foolish)

6. Characterization: how the author helps the reader get to know the characters
Characterization can be direct (the author or narrator gives the reader information about the character) or indirect (the reader must decide based on the character’s actions, thoughts, words, and how others relate to the character)

Types of characters:

a) Protagonist: main character of the story or the focus of the reader’s attention (usually “the good guy” but not always)

b) Antagonist: character who is in conflict with the protagonist
c) Dynamic character: character who undergoes an important change in personality, outlook, perspective (change of heart)
d) Static character: character who remains the same throughout the narrative
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7. Point of view: vantage point from which the story is told

A) First Person POV: story is told by a narrator who is either a major or minor character using his or her own words—uses “I” or “me”

B) Third Person POV: story is told by the narrator using “he” “she” or “they”

· Omniscient (all knowing): the narrator describes all the characters and actions in the story as well as comments on what the characters think and feel
· Limited: narrator tells the story from the point of view of only one character

8. Symbolism: Any object, person, place, or action that has a meaning in itself and that also stands for something larger than itself, such as a quality, an attitude, a belief, a value
(ex: spring symbolizes youth; a dove symbolizes peace)

9. Foreshadowing: an author’s use of hints or clues to suggest events that will occur later in the narrative
   10. Flashback: an interruption in the narrative to show an episode that happened

           before that particular point in the story
