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                                   Ms. Carota/English 9
Title:    
The Outsiders  (novel)

 



         Author: S. E. Hinton

                                                                           

Ponyboy Curtis – protagonist – the narrator ; 14-years-old ; struggles with

class division, violence, innocence, and familial love 

Darry Curtis – 21-years-old ; head of the household ; gave up college to hold 

the family together when parents die in car accident

Sodapop Curtis – 16-years-old ; a high-school dropout ; charming, handsome, 

and happy-go-lucky ; always stuck in the middle of Ponyboy and Darry

Johnny Cade – 16-years-old ; child of alcoholic and abusive parents ; nervous 

and suspicious ; gang’s pet

Dallas Winston – toughest greaser ; hardened teen who ran w/the gangs in 

NY ; very protective of Johnny

Steve Randall – 17-years-old ; Sodapop’s best friend ; he and Pony do not get

get along

Keith “Two-Bit” Mathews –  wisecracking greaser who regularly shoplifts 

Bob Sheldon – Cherry’s boyfriend ; killed by Johnny ; his indulgent parents

have never disciplined him

Cherry Valance – Bob’s girlfriend ; she and Ponyboy have a lot in common ; 

becomes greasers’ spy ; humanizes the Socs by showing redeeming qualities

Randy Adderson – Soc ; sees the futility in fighting ; humanizes the Socs by 

showing some redeeming qualities ; makes Ponyboy realizes that Socs are the 

same as greasers in many ways 
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Title:    
The Outsiders  (novel)

 



Author: S. E. Hinton



Main Characters:





Point of View: 


first person – told by Ponyboy                                                     





Setting (time and place):





Mid 1960s – Tulsa, Oklahoma





East Side – greasers


West Side – Socials (Socs)





Windrixville – old, abandoned church











Main Conflict: Ponyboy struggles to mature


1. amidst the clash between the lower-class greasers and the upper-class Socs 


2. in his relationship with his older brother Darry   








Plot / Summary of Major Story Events:





1.  Ponyboy, a greaser, is attacked by the Socs while walking home from the movies.


2.  The next night, Pony, Johnny, and Dally go to the movies, and Dally inappropriately flirts with two Soc girls: Cherry and


     Marcia.  Uncharacteristically, Johnny tells Dally to stop and he does.  Two-Bit arrives, and the three greasers take the girls


     home.  The girls’ boyfriends, Bob and Randy, arrive and express their anger over the greasers hitting on their girls. 


3.  Pony arrives home late.  Sick of Darry’s criticism, Pony yells at his older brother.  Darry is furious and slaps Pony out of


     frustration and anger.  Pony runs out of the house planning to run away, sees Johnny, and the two head to the park.


4.  At the park, Pony and Johnny meet up with the Socs, a fight breaks out, Pony is almost drowned, and Johnny stabs Bob.  


5.  Johnny and Pony go to Dally for help.  Dally gives them a gun, money, and a plan to hide out in an abandoned church.


6.  After a week, Dally arrives at the church and tells the boys tensions between the greasers and Socs have escalated and that


     Cherry, who feels partially responsible for Bob’s death, has been acting as a spy for the greasers.


7.  Johnny has decided to turn himself in, but before he has the chance to return, the church has caught fire, and Pony and 


     Johnny rush into the fire to save a group of schoolchildren.  Johnny suffers a broken break and third-degree burns. 


8.  At the hospital, Pony realizes the sacrifices Darry has made taking care of him and Sodapop.


9.  The newspapers call Pony and Johnny heroes, report that Johnny will be charged with manslaughter, and that both boys


      must appear before a judge to determine that they be turned over to a boys’ home.


10.  Pony and Two-Bit run into Randy, who tells Pony that he is sick of all the fighting and does not plan to attend the rumble  


       planned between the greasers and the Socs.


11.  Two-Bit and Pony visit Johnny and Dally in the hospital.  Johnny is very weak.  Dally takes Two-Bit’s switchblade.


12.  Dally escapes from the hospital and at the rumble, the greasers defeat the Socs.  Dally and Pony head to the hospital to tell


       Johnny of the greasers’ victory.  Johnny is dying and tells Pony to “stay gold.”  Dally, upset over Johnny’s death, storms 


       out of the hospital, intentionally holds up a store, and is shot by the police.


13.  At the hearing, Pony is allowed to remain at home with his brothers.  


14.  Pony struggles accepting Dally’s and Johnny’s deaths, his grades slip, and he begins to fight with Darry again.


15.  Sodapop explodes and tells Pony and Darry that he can no longer stand the tension he feels over always being in the middle


       of their arguments.  Pony and Darry agree to stop fighting.


16.  Pony finally accepts Dally’s and Johnny’s deaths.  Pony decides to tell their story through his paper for English class, 


       which turns out to be the novel itself.











 





 











 


  


 





Theme:


1.	coming of age  – when a person becomes an adult


through knowledge, experience (ex. a life-changing experience), or both.  He/she matures as they come to an understanding after the dropping of mistaken beliefs (misconceptions), a destruction of a false sense of security, or in some way the loss of innocence.  Common shifts that occur may be:


ignorance to knowledge


innocence to experience


immature responses to mature responses


false view of world to correct view


idealism to realism





ex. – The Curtis brothers must deal with the death of


their parents at an early age.  Darry must then give


up his plan for the future and take on the parental


role so that Pony and Soda do not end up in foster


homes.





ex. – Initially, Johnny and Pony choose to run away


after Bob’s death.  Finally, Johnny realizes that he


alone must deal with the consequences of his part in


Bob’s death and turn himself into the police.  Johnny


also realizes that it is unfair to make Pony suffer for


actions he did not commit.  Johnny also feels that it is unfair to make Darry and Soda worry about Pony. 





ex. – Pony, Randy, Johnny, and Cherry all come to realize that greasers and Socs are more alike than they originally believed.   





ex. – Pony writes his English theme in the hopes of


teaching others a lesson about tolerance and


acceptance.





bridging the gap between rich and poor – the greasers and the Socs rivalry comes from their social and financial differences.  The author tries to show the reader, however, that the two groups share many things in common.  For example, Pony and Cherry share a love of literature, popular music, and sunsets.  These shared experiences could make it possible for these two groups to come together, if only temporarily.





honor among the lawless – the author shows us that gang members, even though considered hoodlums by society, are capable of honorable actions, especially among their groups.  For example, we see how the greasers stand up for one another in the faces of authority and enemies.  Even Dallas, the toughest member of the gang, is shown to be an honorable person when Pony describes how Dally allowed himself to be arrested for a crime Two-Bit committed.  Dallas’ soft side is also shown in his relationship and loyalty to Johnny











Resolution of Conflict:





Johnny dies, greasers win rumble, Dally dies, and Ponyboy recovers from emotional and physical trauma, while learning valuable lessons about his misconception about the Socs and his relationship with his older brother Darry





Additional Important Literary Elements:





flashback – Ponyboy begins the novel as a flashback ; at the novel’s end, we realize that Pony relays his story in the hopes of teaching some important lessons in the form of an English paper, which turns out to be the novel itself





symbol – Two-Bit’s switchblade = individual power and disregard for authority ; cars/rings = Soc’s power and wealth and greasers’ vulnerability ; hair = greaser distinction 





Theme (continued):





honor among the lawless – the author shows us that even greasers, even though considered hoodlums by society, are capable of honorable actions.  For example, we see how the greasers stand up for one another in the faces of authority and enemies.  Even Dallas, the toughest member of the gang, is shown to be an honorable person when Pony describes how Dally allowed himself to be arrested for a crime Two-Bit committed.  Dallas’ soft side is also shown in his relationship and loyalty to Johnny





tolerance – The narrator writes the story in the hopes of teaching a lesson about tolerance and acceptance.














