Creative Writing 

Classroom Goals & Expectations

2012/2013
Important Contact Information

Ms. Carota’s website: http://mscarota.weebly.com/

Ms. Carota’s email address: ccarota@pmschools.org 

High School Main Office: (631) 687-6500
IMPORTANT NOTE to PARENTS(s)/GUARDIAN(s):  I firmly believe that dialogue is crucial for
student success.  Consequently, I am asking each parent/guardian to provide his/her email
address that we might keep open the lines of communication throughout the school year.  Please provide this information at the bottom of page two (2) of this sheet.  I welcome any questions, concerns, and/or comments that help to ensure your child’s success. 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

As stated in the program of studies, Creative Writing provides instruction in the elements of style and form. Students exercise the writing forms of description, dialogue and narrative. Discussion, criticism, and analysis of student writers’ works are among requirements for the workshop.

II. COURSE GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS:

Participation/ Preparation:

Participation grades are based upon involvement in class, preparedness, attentiveness, and ability to hand in assignments on time. 

Classroom Expectations:

There is a Zero Tolerance Policy for disrespectful or inappropriate behavior of any kind. 

· Respect everyone in your class (yourself, your classmates, and your teacher).

· No obscene or foul language.

· No eating or drinking in class.

· No cell phones, iPods, or other electronic devices are allowed in class.
· Please take off your hat as you enter the room.
· Please raise your hand and do not call out. 

· You should ALWAYS BE…

Respectful

On time

Prepared

Appropriate

A participant

Attendance and Lateness:

If you are absent from class, you are responsible for making up the work. I will keep a log of writing prompts, worksheets, and homework labeled by date for your reference. 

NOTE: As per the district’s attendance policy, no student in excess of 14 absences will receive credit for a half-year course. 

Extra Help:

Extra Help will be given each Monday from 7:15-7:45 and every Wednesday and Thursday from 1:55-2:25 in room 167. I will also try my best to be available at other times as well. Please come and see me if you would like to come in during a time other than those listed above for a pass.  If you have any questions about anything just ask! I want you to do well! ( 
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Writing Assignments:

Each writing assignment is expected on the assigned date; late writing assignments will lose five points per day.  

Supplies:

You will need a marble notebook and two “2-pocket” folders, one to leave in class for your portfolio and one for your personal use to hold handouts.  You are expected to come to class every day with your notebook, folder, and a pen. 
Evaluation:

The breakdown of grades is as follows:

QUARTERLY:
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OVERALL GRADE:

[image: image2]
Good luck! I am looking forward to a challenging and productive semester with you.

Remember, a positive attitude and genuine effort count!
Sign, cut, and return only this bottom portion to Ms. Carota
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Course Contract

Creative Writing

Ms. Carota

Student Name (Please Print!!): __________________________________________________

I have reviewed the above information with my child and understand what is required for this course.

_________________________________________

_______________________________________

Student Signature

                         Date

Parent/Guardian Signature                    Date

Please provide parent email address in order that we might keep open the lines of communication
throughout the course period. Please print clearly. ( 

              _______________________________________________________________________

                                                   Parent/Guardian Email Address
Formal Papers: 			50%


Writer’s Notebook:			20%


Class work and Workshop :	20%


Participation/Preparedness:	10%





Quarter 1:			40%


Quarter 2:			40%


Final Portfolio Project:	20%








