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        Ms. Carota/English 9  

Homer’s Odyssey Close Reading Questions
Part I – Far From Home
Directions: For each section of The Odyssey, answer the questions below,

making sure to include specific TBS (text-based support/evidence-based 

support) in your response. Remember to answer all parts of each question. You should cite line numbers as a reference for in-class discussion. Use the dictionary and textbook glossary to look up unknown words.

pp. 599-600 / “I Am Odysseus”

1. What is Odysseus’s opinion of himself? What lines prove this, and what value is displayed?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In this section, Odysseus describes his beloved kingdom of Ithaca. What specific details does he provide, and what value is displayed in connection to his description?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who are Calypso and Circe? How do they affect Odysseus’s journey from Troy? What values can be seen here?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. After the Greeks defeat Troy, the island of Ismarus, inhabited by the Cicones people, is the first stop on Odysseus’s journey. What happens there and what connections can we make to our values exploration? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Close Reading Questions / pg. 2

pp. 600-601 / “The Lotus-Eaters”

5. The next stop on Odysseus’s journey is the island of the Lotus-Eaters. What event brings Odysseus and his crew there? What happens as a result of Zeus’s interference and what connections can we make to our values exploration? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What value is displayed in Odysseus’s decision to send only three men to investigate the island of the Lotus-Eaters? Clearly prove your argument. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

pp. 602-615 / “The Cyclops”

7. It is clear that Odysseus has a plan upon arrival to the island of the Cyclops. How does Odysseus plan to greet the giant? And why is this a good plan?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Odysseus’s men have a different plan in mind. What is it? Does Odysseus agree, and how does this affect the journey?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Close Reading Questions / pg. 3

pp. 602-615 / “The Cyclops”

9. On pg. 606, what is the Cyclops’s response to Odysseus’s hospitality? Based on our values exploration, what do you think will happen to the Cyclops in response to his hostile behavior towards Odysseus and his crew? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. On pg. 607, Odysseus says his prayers to Athena are answered. In the pages that follow the goddess’s inspired five-part plan is carried out by Odysseus and his crew. After reading this section, bullet the main points of the plan demonstrated from pp. 607-611. Step one has been completed for you.

· Odysseus and his crew carve a spear from a tree found in the Cyclop’s cave.
11. On pg. 613, Odysseus and his crew escape the Cyclops and return safely to their awaiting shipmates. In the pages that follow, however, what error in judgment does Odysseus make? What is the consequence for Odysseus’s mistake and who plays a role in this decision? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

