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Character Analysis Handout

Character Analysis Reflective Questions

Directions: 

First, choose a monologue online, or work with your assigned monologue. 

Second, and on a separate piece of paper, complete the following character analysis, making sure to answer each of the questions in every category; there are fifteen question categories.
Before you begin answering questions, read the monologue a few times. Imagine what your character is like and respond by reflecting and answering the following questions in the character’s voice.

Remember: When answering the questions, you must:

· Answer all the questions in complete sentences in the first person POV; in other words, you are answering as though you ARE the character
· Type questions and answers on a separate piece of paper

· Double-space your responses by each category grouping; in other words, between each number grouping you should double-space (i.e.; answer all questions in #1, then double-space; answer all questions in #2, then double-space, etc.)

1. What does your character look like? How does he/she behave? Where does he/she live? What activities does your character do in a typical day? How does he/she dress? How does your character keep his/her hair? 

2. How will your character talk? Full of energy? Depressed? Serious? Goofy? 
3. What are your character's goals? What does your character want? What does he/she want to achieve?

4. What challenges is your character facing? What problems, obstacles, struggles, or enemies stand in the way of your character getting what he/she wants?

5. What does he/she do to try to overcome these obstacles or deal with these? What important choices does you character make or avoid?

6. To whom is the monologue addressed (who is the audience)? Is it to a mom? To a friend?

Additional questions to help you think through your performance:

7. List a few imagined major events of your character's life prior to the monologue, based on what you know of your character, or what you choose to invent if information is not available in the monologue text.

8. List the major activities of your character just prior to the monologue scene. In other words, describe in detail what happened right before the monologue begins.

9. List the major activities of your character after he/she exits. In other words, describe what will happen after your character finishes their monologue.
10. Create a brief list of your character’s major character idiosyncrasies (likes and dislikes).

11.  List 3 or 4 major emotions that your character seems to experience the most.

Also ask yourself the following questions about your upcoming performance:

12. What do you want to achieve during your performance of this monologue?

13. What is the one prop will you choose to help with your monologue?

14. What do you want to show the audience?

15. How do you want the audience to react? Will the audience view the character sympathetically or not?

Including your thoughts, as well, as how you are planning to present and carry out your monologue will help make it more believable to the audience.

